
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 
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The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
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They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
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email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  May 19, 2013 
Title:  The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
Series:  His Story; Our Story – Sermon 1 
Text:  Acts 2:1-13; Luke 24; Acts 1 
 
Theme:  
 
“Pentecost is considered to be the highest ranking Great Feast of the Lord, second in rank only to 
Easter.”1 
 
If such is the case, why are we so ignorant of this significant point in God’s Story? 
 
PENTECOST is the Story of God keeping His Word to fill the earth with the knowledge of His 
glory for the joy of His people.  I know you might choke on this because it seems redundant, 
but ACTS 2 IS THE GARDEN BEING RESTORED.  ACTS 2 is God’s VISION for the future 
planting itself firmly in the present. 
 
Acts 2 is what God envisioned in Genesis 1, 2. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Although the subject matter might appear foreign to our study, for the purpose of seeking 
clarity we need to speak of VISION and the definition of words.  We use a common language 
but cannot assume we all mean the same thing although we are saying the same thing.  I find 
the word VISION to be one of those words often used, but seldom defined. 
 
Simply put VISION speaks of something future.  Webster’s Dictionary explains VISION in the 
following manner. 
 
1 “Something seen in a dream, trance, or ecstasy; especially : a supernatural appearance that 
conveys a revelation.”  2 “The act or power of imagination.”  3 “The act or power of seeing.”   
 
Webster provides the following examples of the word VISION.  

• We had visions of fame and fortune. 

• the architect's vision for the new building 

• She had a clear vision of what she wanted to do. 

• He had a vision of Christ. 

• The idea came to me in a vision.2 
 
Often people familiar with the Bible speak of such passages as Prov. 29:18; 1 Sam. 3:1; and 
Amos 8:11. 
 

• Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law. (Prov. 29:18) 
 

• Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in 
those days, visions were infrequent. (1 Sam. 3:1) 
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• "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, not a famine 
for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the LORD. (Amos 8:11) 

 
Yet how the Bible defines VISION and how it is often defined by those in church 
marketing/growth are worlds apart. Although the following quote is lengthy, it helps present 
the idea I want to show. 
 

How to Write a Church Vision Statement3 
When people think of church vision statements, there are usually two related but different 
things they picture. One is a vision statement, and one is a mission statement. These documents 
are related and most churches end up combining them, but for the purpose of discussion, we’ll 
treat them separately.  The difference is that a vision statement describes how you and God see 
your church. It focuses on the personality of the church. A mission statement describes what 
actions will result from your vision.  As you work on your vision statement, here are a few 
things to keep in mind: 
 
Dream big 
Remember, this is your vision, it’s the way God sees you. If your vision is small, your church 
will be small.  
 
Be Concise 
A good vision statement focuses your members on fulfilling it. That means your members have 
to be able to memorize it. 
 
Be Precise 
Since your vision statement exists to inspire your members, you need to make it reward 
meditation.  
 
Be Different 
Christians need to be unified in their vision and united in their goals. But, they shouldn’t have 
the same vision statement. Your vision statement is about what God has called you to be and 
how he sees you.  
 
Take your Time 
Keep in mind that the purpose of your vision statement is to direct the course of your church.  

 
I get what he is saying, but he is approaching it from a church growth perspective and not a 
biblical perspective.  He is taking an idea and sprinkling it with “bible.”  I will seek to show 
how the Bible tells us God’s VISION as to why He created and what this looks like and how 
He gets there.  I will also seek to show why God’s VISION is to be OUR VISION and His 
means to that end is to be our MISSION/MEANS. 
 
No matter where we “poke” our stick in the Bible, we will touch the Story.   
1. We believe God's purpose from the beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the 

knowledge of His glory for the joy of His people (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-
9).  
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2. We believe God's full glory is embodied in Jesus Christ4 through His incarnation, His 
crucifixion and His resurrection from death.5   

 
3. We believe the fullest expression of the Christian life is summed up in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ.6 He is the substance and source of all truth.7 
 
4. We believe we have the opportunity to bear the image of Jesus in the world as we seek to 

revel in our role within His great narrative,8 through which His glory is proclaimed.9   
 
5. We believe the Christian Life is the overflow and outworking of His life in us and through 

us to those around us.10   
 
6. At Waukesha Bible Church, we desire to live out the gospel Story in community11 as we 

seek to know Him, become identified in Him through His death and resurrection,12 and see 
Him live out His resurrection life within us and through us to those around us in every 
aspect of our existence.13 

 
On this day in history we have the fulfillment of Ancient Promises reaching back into the pre-
time foreknowledge of God. For us to understand Acts 2, we must trace our Story back to Luke 
24 and Acts 1.  The Bible is a connected book. 
 
This establishes our vision for the future and our mission for the present.  It is for this reason 
we are calling this Season - His Story; Our Story.  I believe we have failed to establish our 
“vision” for we have attempted to make it something other than what God’s VISION is for the 
future.  Our Vision must be controlled by His vision and finding His is to find ours. 
 
In the absence of such a frame, the events of Acts 2 are misread and wrongly applied.  The 
issues here are not the filling by the Holy Spirit or the tongue speaking of the recipients.  The 
issue is once and forever about JESUS and how He alone and only is the fulfillment of the 
SEED PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. 
 
The events in Acts 2 on PENTECOST have been the subject of much debate.  Yet for us to 
understand the significance of this day in history we must lay it in the context of God’s 
overarching Story and the outworking of that Story in time.  
 
Paul said in Colossians 2:16-17 that the Jewish feasts and celebrations were a shadow of the 
things to come through Jesus Christ.  How does PENTECOST in shadow speak of JESUS as 
substance?  Let us consider what the Feast meant to the Nation of Israel and then move 
forward. 
 

The feast of pentecost was celebrated fifty days after the passover, and has its name 
penthkosth from penthkonta, fifty, which is compounded of pente, five, and hkonta, the 
decimal termination. It commenced on the fiftieth day reckoned from the first day of 
unleavened bread, i.e. on the morrow after the paschal lamb was offered. The law 
relative to this feast is found in Le 23:15, 16, in these words: And ye shall count unto 
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you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the 
wave-offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the 
seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days. This feast was instituted in commemoration 
of the giving the law on Mount Sinai; and is therefore sometimes called by the Jews, the 
joy of the law, and frequently the feast of weeks. There is a correspondence between the 
giving of the law, which is celebrated by this feast of pentecost, together with the 
crucifixion of our Lord, which took place at the passover, and this descent of the Holy 
Spirit, which happened at this pentecost. 1. At the passover, the Israelites were 
delivered from Egyptian bondage: this was a type of the thralldom in which the human 
race were to Satan and sin. 2. At the passover Jesus Christ, who was typified by the 
paschal lamb, was sacrificed for the sin of the world, and by this sacrifice redemption 
from sin and Satan is now procured and proclaimed. 3. On the pentecost, God gave his 
law on Mount Sinai, accompanied with thunderings and lightnings. On the pentecost, 
God sent down his Holy Spirit, like a rushing mighty wind; and tongues of fire sat upon 
each disciple, in order that, by his influence, that new law of light and life might be 
promulgated and established. Thus, the analogy between the Egyptian bondage and the 
thralldom occasioned by sin-the deliverance from Egypt, and the redemption from sin-
the giving of the law, with all its emblematic accompaniments, and the sending down 
the Holy Spirit, with its symbols of light, life, and power, has been exactly preserved. 4. 
At the Jewish passover, Christ was degraded, humbled, and ignominiously put to 
death: at the following festival, the pentecost, he was highly glorified; and the all 
conquering and ever during might of his kingdom then commenced. The Holy Spirit 
seems to have designed all these analogies, to show that, through all preceding ages, 
God had the dispensation of the Gospel continually in view; and that the old law and its 
ordinances were only designed as preparatives for the new.14 

 
“From a Christian standpoint, Pentecost can be seen as parallel to Shavuot, as Easter is to 
Passover. On Passover, the Jews were delivered from slavery in Egypt; On Easter, mankind 
was delivered from slavery to sin. On Shavuot, the Children of Israel received the Law; On 
Pentecost, the Church received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.”15 
 
“[PENTECOST], the Festival of Weeks, is the second of the three major festivals with both 
historical and agricultural significance (the other two are Passover [The Exodus from Egypt] 
and Sukkot [Feast of Booths/Wilderness Wandering]). Each of these Feasts speaks to God’s 
provision to the Nation.  Agriculturally, it commemorates the time when the first fruits were 
harvested and brought to the Temple.  The period from Passover to [PENTECOST] is a time of 
great anticipation. We count each of the days from the second day of Passover to the day 
before [PENTECOST], 49 days or 7 full weeks, hence the name of the festival. [PENTECOST] 
is not tied to a particular calendar date, but to a counting from Passover. Work is not permitted 
during [PENTECOST]. It is customary to stay up the entire first night of [PENTECOST] and 
study Torah, then pray as early as possible in the morning. The book of Ruth is read at this 
time. Again, there are varying reasons given for this custom, and none seems to be definitive.  
[PENTECOST] will occur on the following days of the secular calendar: Jewish Year 5773: 
sunset May 14, 2013 - nightfall May 16, 2013.16  
 



 

 

5 

“Jewish people have been faithfully keeping Pentecost for over 3,500 years as Shavuot is the 
celebration of God giving the Torah to Moses on mount Sinai. It is also marks the end of the 
barley harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest.”17 
 
Like the two previous Feasts, PENTECOST speaks of provision and thanksgiving.  God’s 
intent in the keeping of Feasts is “to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of 
His people” (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9).  
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
The Feast of Pentecost presupposes something.  Whatever is happening at the Feast of 
Pentecost is in fulfillment of something. 
 

• PENTECOST is what Genesis 1, 2 speak of and the GOSPEL secures. 
 
We will see our study in ACTS 2 as the continued unfolding of God’s Story as told in THE 
GOSPELS.  Over the next four weeks we will consider the following four ideas. 
 
1. The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
2. The PROMISE of God - What does this MEAN? - Acts 2:14-21 
3. The PERSON of God - His name is JESUS - Acts 2:22-36 
4. The GRACE of God - The GATHERING - Acts 2:37-42 
 
Acts 2 is the Vision of God realized.  It is what the Prophets spoke of.  Jesus is the reality to 
which all shadows point.  The knowledge of His glory is for the joy of His people.  He extends  
this invitation for joy to everyone, everywhere. 
 
Outline: 
 
I always find it helpful in understanding a text to begin at the end and work backward.  The 
events in Acts 2 are the culmination of something rather significant. 
 

I. Beginning at the End (Acts 2:1-13) 
 
Two things happen at PENTECOST.  First, the Church is formed and it is the TEMPLE OF 
GOD. 
 

• 16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man 
destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17) 

 

• 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:18-20) 

 
Second, the Shekinah Glory returns to fill the TEMPLE.  The events of Acts 2/PENTECOST is 
the Holy Spirit returning to the TEMPLE. 
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a. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4a) 

 
The coming of the Holy Spirit is the returning of the SHEKINAH GLORY into His Temple.  
This idea is crucial in our understanding of this day as it relates to the larger narrative of God 
dwelling with His people in the Temple and the presence of the SHEKINAH GLORY as 
affirmation of His presence. 
 
“The presence of the Holy Spirit is also a representation of the Shekinah as when the Spirit 
descended and remained on Jesus (Jn 1:33) and at Pentecost the Spirit came down and rested 
on the 120 disciples appearing  “to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they 
rested on each one of them” (Acts 2:3).”18 

 
At the completion of the OT Tabernacle "the (Shekinah) CLOUD covered the tent of 
meeting, and the (Shekinah) GLORY OF THE LORD filled (Same Gk verb in Acts 2:4-
note Pentecost = "they were all FILLED with the Holy Spirit"!) the tabernacle. And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the CLOUD had settled 
(Hebrew = shakan = was dwelling) on it, and the GLORY OF THE LORD filled the 
tabernacle (Heb = mishkan = "dwelling place" from shakan)....throughout all their 
journeys, the (Shekinah) CLOUD of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there 
was (Shekinah) FIRE in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel." (Ex 40:34-35, 
38) Similarly when King Solomon dedicated the Temple as “the priests came out of the 
Holy Place, the (Shekinah) CLOUD filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the GLORY OF THE LORD had 
filled the house of the LORD” (1Ki 8:10-11). Just before the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple, the “(SHEKINAH) GLORY OF THE GOD of Israel” departed from the 
Temple and “went up from the midst of the city and stood over the (Mt of Olives) 
which is east of the city." (Ezek. 11:23) The Shekinah, which throughout Israel's history 
had been the visible symbol of the PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH was gone, gone even 
from the rebuilt Temple (including Herod's). And yet some 400 years later, "in the 
greatness of (God's) loving-kindness" (Ps 69:13-note), "when the fullness of time came" 
(Gal 4:4), John records "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God...and the Word became a human being and lived (literally 
"tabernacled" or "fixed His tent") with us, and we saw His Shekinah (even as Israel had 
seen the Shekinah dwelling upon the first Tabernacle), the Shekinah of the Father’s only 
Son, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:1, 14) Indeed, the incarnation of Jesus Christ is the 

fulfillment of all the OT shadows of Shekinah, the ultimate visible manifestation of 
God’s presence, "Immanuel, God with us." (Mt 1:23) "Pleased, as Man, with men to 
dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn 
King!" (cf Lk 2:14) Christ is the "King of GLORY" (Ps 24:7-10), the One Who "is the 
radiance (brightness, effulgence) of His (Father's) GLORY and the exact representation 
of His nature" (Heb 1:3) "for God Who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has 
made us understand that this light is the (Shekinah) brightness of the GLORY OF GOD 
seen in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor 4:6NLT) Who Himself declared that "he who 
beholds Me beholds the One Who sent Me." (Jn 12:45). Indeed, Jesus is the ultimate 
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answer to Moses' incredible prayer "LORD, show me Thy glory." (Ex 33:18)  Now that 
Jesus has ascended to the right hand of Glory, where is the "Shekinah"? Paul says it is 
"Christ in us, the hope of glory" (Col 1:27) adding that that as we “with unveiled face 
are beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord (His Word Jas 1:23-25), we are being 
transformed into the same image (of God’s Son Ro 8:29) from GLORY to GLORY, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18) Indeed, our “body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
(of Jesus, Acts 16:7) Who is in us, Whom we have from God, and that we are not our 
own, for we have been bought with a price and are therefore called to GLORIFY God in 
our body." (1 Cor 6:19-20). Paul writes that "now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully 
known." (1Cor 13:12) And so while it is difficult imagine what God’s glory will look like 
when we see our Lord Jesus Christ, the various descriptions in Scripture would indicate 
that His Glory will be the most beautiful sight we will experience throughout eternity. 
All of the goodness and beauty we see in the present will be nothing in comparison to 
the refulgent GLORY OF GOD. In the final manifestation of God's Shekinah, we read 
that "the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them" in the New 
Jerusalem which "has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the GLORY 
OF GOD has illumined it, and its lamp is the LAMB." (Rev 21:3)  And so in God's final 
manifestation of perfect communion and oneness with His redeemed children, we will 
enter into the true HOLY OF HOLIES illuminated by the SHEKINAH GLORY of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. And "In His temple everyone shouts, "GLORY!" (Ps 
29:9NLT)  Father by Thy Spirit strengthen us with power in our inner being (Eph 3:16), 
so that as we hope for what we do not see, we will with perseverance “wait expectantly 
and in great anticipation for” (Ro 8:25), the appearance of “the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky with power and GREAT (Shekinah) GLORY” (Mt 24:30). Amen.19  

 
b. The Sign: Tongues (2:4b-11) 

 
“At the building of Babel the language of the people was confounded; and, in consequence of 
this, they became scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation of the Christian 
Church, the gift of various languages was given to the apostles, that the scattered nations 
might be gathered; and united under one shepherd and superintendent (episkopov) of all 
souls.”20 
 
Again, it is important to see Acts 2 as the outworking of the reversal.  It is a return to the 
Garden mission.  Notice the text speaks of “EVERY NATION.”  Note how this statement 
reflects the biblical idea of God’s glory covering the earth for the joy of His people (vv. 5, 11, 
12).  The connecting of this thought is not a straining of gnat, but the Story of God coming to 
fruition.  The gift of tongues is tied to prophetic utterance which is tied to the receiving of 
VISION.  This moment confirms that the fulfillment of God’s VISION for the future is now 
present. 
 

c. The Reaction: Mixed (2:12-13) 
 

1. What does this mean? 



 

 

8 

2. They are drunk! 
 

II. Point 3 of 3 – The Gospel’s spread (Acts 1:1-8) 
 
The GOSPEL is nothing more or less than the knowledge of the GLORY OF GOD (Isa. 11:9; 
Hab. 2:14).  The GOSPEL drives us back to the GARDEN OF EDEN and God’s original intent. 
 
“Our individual redemption, while a gift of the gospel, is not the final goal of the gospel. ‘The 
glory of the blessed God’ is the ultimate end of the good news. Dr. John MacArthur explains, 
‘The gospel reveals God’s glory, that is, the perfections of His person or attributes, including 
His holiness (hatred of sin) and justice (demand of punishment for violations of His Law) and 
grace (forgiveness of sin)’.”21 
 
Acts 1:8 and the entire Book of Acts speak to the spreading of the knowledge of the glory of 
God for the joy of His people.  The Book of Acts moves us from JERUSALEM to 
JUDEA/SAMARIA and ends with the UTTERMOST REGIONS OF THE WORLD.  The Book 

of Acts is a story of conquest and fulfillment. 
 
When I was doing my work for my doctorate I wrote a response to the idea of the mission 
failing and how we did not have enough workers to get the job done.  I wrote how we did 
have enough workers and God was winning, not losing.  I tire of the rhetoric that speaks of a 
failing mission and rather believe we need to sound the trumpet of victory and conquest.  If 
you as an individual are part of a local community and if every community is part of ONE 
BODY, then we are not failing.  We might have local struggle, but when I step back and realize 
we are part of ONE CHURCH in Waukesha, we are winning.  There is never a question as to 
its messiness, but let us stop speaking of defeat and let us start speaking of victory. 
 
“Throughout the book of Acts, Luke pauses to provide us a summary account of the state of 
the church at various points in time.  This paragraph is the second of nine summary accounts 
of the state of the church in Acts.  Most are very brief consisting of just a sentence or two.  This 
is the longest and most detailed of the summary accounts. These summaries are located in 
Acts 1:14; 4:32-35; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; and 28:30-31.  We are not told how long a time 
this summary account covers, but it was probably an extended period of time.  Some have 
speculated these verses at the end of Acts 2 may cover a period of many months.”22   
 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) 
 
Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 
 
But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. (Acts 12:24) 
 
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing. (Acts 19:20) 
 

This is how the Word of God spreads.  Think also of Isaiah 55:11. 
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10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the 
earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will 
My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  (Isa. 55:10, 11) 

 
The point in Acts is the unfolding and fulfilling of God’s promise.  Think of Paul writing these 
words to Timothy while imprisoned. 
 

for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned.  
(2 Tim. 2:9) 

 
Paul understood the dynamic nature of God’s Word. 
 

5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in 
truth; (Col. 1:5, 6) 

 
Acts is telling us this Story. 
 
“In Jerusalem ... in all Judea ... and unto the uttermost part of the earth--This order of apostolic 
preaching and success supplies the proper key to the plan of the Acts, which relates first the 
progress of the Gospel ‘in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria’ (the first through ninth 
chapters), and then ‘unto the uttermost part of the earth’ (the tenth through twenty-eighth 
chapters).”23 
 
“’The Acts themselves form the best commentary on these words, and the words themselves 
might be given as the best summary of the Acts’ (Page). The events follow this outline 
(Jerusalem till the end of chapter 7, with the martyrdom of Stephen, the scattering of the saints 
through Judea and Samaria in chapter 8, the conversion of Saul, chapter 9, the spread of the 
gospel to Romans in Caesarea by Peter (chapter 10), to Greeks in Antioch (chapter 11), finally 
Paul's world tours and arrest and arrival in Rome (chapters 11 to 28).”24 
 
III. Point 2 of 3 – The STORY in a nutshell (Luke 24:44-49) 

 
“This division of the Old Testament was in use long before the time of Christ, and was what he 
referred to here; and he meant to say that in each of these divisions of the Old Testament there 
were prophecies respecting himself. The particular subject before them was his resurrection 
from the dead.”25 
 
“The history of salvation in Luke-Acts must be understood in two parts. First is the basic 
assumption that God works out salvation within a special history that is also a part of general 
world history. This history begins with creation and the fall of humans into sin and ends with 
the return of Christ and the end of the world as now known; its time is virtually synonymous 
with human history. The events Luke surveys are a part of this larger stream of God's history 
of revelation and redemption; they depict God at work in the time and space of this world. 
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Second, Luke is intent to present the Jesus-event as not just another event in God's special 
saving history, but as the event in that history.”26 
 
Luke wants us to understand how JESUS is the fulfillment of what previous revelation from 
God spoke of.  Thus, when we read chapters like Luke 24 we cannot simply see this as an idea 
inside of the Bible among multiple ideas, BUT THE IDEA THAT CONTROLS AND 

GOVERNS ALL OTHER IDEAS IN THE BIBLE. 
 
IV. Point 1 of 3 – The STORY (Gen. 1-3) 

 
What Acts 2 fulfills is the scene revealed to us of God’s word to Adam and Eve to be fruitful 
and multiple and fill the earth.   
 
Think with me of those marvelous passages like Psalm 19:1ff. 
 

1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 2 Day 
to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there 
words; Their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the 
end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its 
circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 1:1-6) 

 
Think with me of Isaiah 11:9 and Habakkuk 2:14. 
 

1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit 
of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and 
strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the 
LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But 
with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He 
will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 

Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will 
graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not 
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the 
waters cover the sea. 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a 
signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then it will happen on that day that the 
Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, 
From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. 12 And He 
will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the 
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, And 
those who harass Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, And Judah will not harass 
Ephraim. 14 They will swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the west; Together they will plunder 
the sons of the east; They will possess Edom and Moab, And the sons of Ammon will be subject to them. 
15 And the LORD will utterly destroy The tongue of the Sea of Egypt; And He will wave His hand over 
the River With His scorching wind; And He will strike it into seven streams And make men walk over 
dry-shod. 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His people who will be left, 
Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt. (Isa. 11:1-16) 
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For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 
(Hab. 2:14) 

 
God created a place where His people might dwell with Him and their joy might be full.  The 
Garden of Eden was to be an ever expanding experience that would cover the earth.  They 
were to be tilling/growing the Garden and populating the earth until the knowledge of His 
glory covered the earth like the waters cover the seas. 
 

a. Creation  
b. Garden / Humanity / Worshippers 
c. Fall / Redemption 

 
We will see next week how Peter says “this is that.”  Until then let us appreciate how God is 
keeping His word and how we are living in the reality. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you living in the outworking of God’s VISION? HINT – you are but do you realize 
this? 

2. Friends, we are living in the reality of Garden truth.  There is nothing that can stop God 
from keeping His promise to prepare a place where we will be with Him and our joy 
will be full. 

3. The shadow currently exists; the reality is closer than you think. 
 
With an emphasis on missions you might expect me to make some appeal as to why you need 
to be involved in missions, yet I believe you are involved in missions.  Granted there might be 
a different function within the work both functionally and geographically that God would 
have you engage in, but you will know if such is the case.  Until then let us continue to make 
much of HIM. 
 
                                                 
1
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  
2 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vision  
3 http://www.excellerate.com/articles/how-to-write-a-church-vision-statement/  
4 2 Cor. 1:20; Col. 1:19; 2:9; Heb. 1:3 
5 Phil. 2:1-11 
6 Rom. 6:1-11 
7 John 1:14; Col. 2:1-3 
8 Heb. 11:13-16 
9 1 Cor. 10:31 
10 John 15; Gal. 2:20 
11 Heb. 10:19-25 
12 Rom. 6:1-11; Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 4:17 
13 Matt. 28:18-20 
14 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the NT on Acts 2:1. 
15
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  

16 http://www.jewfaq.org/holidayc.htm  
17
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  

18
 http://preceptaustin.org/shekinah_glory.htm  

19
 http://preceptaustin.org/shekinah_glory.htm  



 

 

12 

                                                                                                                                                                         
20
 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the NT on Acts 2:4. 

21
 http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/gospel-gods-glory/  The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 1, 778 

22
 https://sites.google.com/a/larryreynolds.org/www/acts2:37-47  

23
 Jamieson, Fausett, and Brown Commentary on the Whole Bible on Acts 1:8. 

24
 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Acts 1:8. 

25
 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Luke 24:44. 

26 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/luke-acts-theology-of.html  



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 
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The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
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Date:  May 19, 2013 
Title:  The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
Series:  His Story; Our Story – Sermon 1 
Text:  Acts 2:1-13; Luke 24; Acts 1 
 
Theme:  
 
“Pentecost is considered to be the highest ranking Great Feast of the Lord, second in rank only to 
Easter.”1 
 
If such is the case, why are we so ignorant of this significant point in God’s Story? 
 
PENTECOST is the Story of God keeping His Word to fill the earth with the knowledge of His 
glory for the joy of His people.  I know you might choke on this because it seems redundant, 
but ACTS 2 IS THE GARDEN BEING RESTORED.  ACTS 2 is God’s VISION for the future 
planting itself firmly in the present. 
 
Acts 2 is what God envisioned in Genesis 1, 2. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Although the subject matter might appear foreign to our study, for the purpose of seeking 
clarity we need to speak of VISION and the definition of words.  We use a common language 
but cannot assume we all mean the same thing although we are saying the same thing.  I find 
the word VISION to be one of those words often used, but seldom defined. 
 
Simply put VISION speaks of something future.  Webster’s Dictionary explains VISION in the 
following manner. 
 
1 “Something seen in a dream, trance, or ecstasy; especially : a supernatural appearance that 
conveys a revelation.”  2 “The act or power of imagination.”  3 “The act or power of seeing.”   
 
Webster provides the following examples of the word VISION.  

• We had visions of fame and fortune. 

• the architect's vision for the new building 

• She had a clear vision of what she wanted to do. 

• He had a vision of Christ. 

• The idea came to me in a vision.2 
 
Often people familiar with the Bible speak of such passages as Prov. 29:18; 1 Sam. 3:1; and 
Amos 8:11. 
 

• Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law. (Prov. 29:18) 
 

• Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in 
those days, visions were infrequent. (1 Sam. 3:1) 
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• "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, not a famine 
for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the LORD. (Amos 8:11) 

 
Yet how the Bible defines VISION and how it is often defined by those in church 
marketing/growth are worlds apart. Although the following quote is lengthy, it helps present 
the idea I want to show. 
 

How to Write a Church Vision Statement3 
When people think of church vision statements, there are usually two related but different 
things they picture. One is a vision statement, and one is a mission statement. These documents 
are related and most churches end up combining them, but for the purpose of discussion, we’ll 
treat them separately.  The difference is that a vision statement describes how you and God see 
your church. It focuses on the personality of the church. A mission statement describes what 
actions will result from your vision.  As you work on your vision statement, here are a few 
things to keep in mind: 
 
Dream big 
Remember, this is your vision, it’s the way God sees you. If your vision is small, your church 
will be small.  
 
Be Concise 
A good vision statement focuses your members on fulfilling it. That means your members have 
to be able to memorize it. 
 
Be Precise 
Since your vision statement exists to inspire your members, you need to make it reward 
meditation.  
 
Be Different 
Christians need to be unified in their vision and united in their goals. But, they shouldn’t have 
the same vision statement. Your vision statement is about what God has called you to be and 
how he sees you.  
 
Take your Time 
Keep in mind that the purpose of your vision statement is to direct the course of your church.  

 
I get what he is saying, but he is approaching it from a church growth perspective and not a 
biblical perspective.  He is taking an idea and sprinkling it with “bible.”  I will seek to show 
how the Bible tells us God’s VISION as to why He created and what this looks like and how 
He gets there.  I will also seek to show why God’s VISION is to be OUR VISION and His 
means to that end is to be our MISSION/MEANS. 
 
No matter where we “poke” our stick in the Bible, we will touch the Story.   
1. We believe God's purpose from the beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the 

knowledge of His glory for the joy of His people (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-
9).  
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2. We believe God's full glory is embodied in Jesus Christ4 through His incarnation, His 
crucifixion and His resurrection from death.5   

 
3. We believe the fullest expression of the Christian life is summed up in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ.6 He is the substance and source of all truth.7 
 
4. We believe we have the opportunity to bear the image of Jesus in the world as we seek to 

revel in our role within His great narrative,8 through which His glory is proclaimed.9   
 
5. We believe the Christian Life is the overflow and outworking of His life in us and through 

us to those around us.10   
 
6. At Waukesha Bible Church, we desire to live out the gospel Story in community11 as we 

seek to know Him, become identified in Him through His death and resurrection,12 and see 
Him live out His resurrection life within us and through us to those around us in every 
aspect of our existence.13 

 
On this day in history we have the fulfillment of Ancient Promises reaching back into the pre-
time foreknowledge of God. For us to understand Acts 2, we must trace our Story back to Luke 
24 and Acts 1.  The Bible is a connected book. 
 
This establishes our vision for the future and our mission for the present.  It is for this reason 
we are calling this Season - His Story; Our Story.  I believe we have failed to establish our 
“vision” for we have attempted to make it something other than what God’s VISION is for the 
future.  Our Vision must be controlled by His vision and finding His is to find ours. 
 
In the absence of such a frame, the events of Acts 2 are misread and wrongly applied.  The 
issues here are not the filling by the Holy Spirit or the tongue speaking of the recipients.  The 
issue is once and forever about JESUS and how He alone and only is the fulfillment of the 
SEED PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. 
 
The events in Acts 2 on PENTECOST have been the subject of much debate.  Yet for us to 
understand the significance of this day in history we must lay it in the context of God’s 
overarching Story and the outworking of that Story in time.  
 
Paul said in Colossians 2:16-17 that the Jewish feasts and celebrations were a shadow of the 
things to come through Jesus Christ.  How does PENTECOST in shadow speak of JESUS as 
substance?  Let us consider what the Feast meant to the Nation of Israel and then move 
forward. 
 

The feast of pentecost was celebrated fifty days after the passover, and has its name 
penthkosth from penthkonta, fifty, which is compounded of pente, five, and hkonta, the 
decimal termination. It commenced on the fiftieth day reckoned from the first day of 
unleavened bread, i.e. on the morrow after the paschal lamb was offered. The law 
relative to this feast is found in Le 23:15, 16, in these words: And ye shall count unto 
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you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the 
wave-offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the 
seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days. This feast was instituted in commemoration 
of the giving the law on Mount Sinai; and is therefore sometimes called by the Jews, the 
joy of the law, and frequently the feast of weeks. There is a correspondence between the 
giving of the law, which is celebrated by this feast of pentecost, together with the 
crucifixion of our Lord, which took place at the passover, and this descent of the Holy 
Spirit, which happened at this pentecost. 1. At the passover, the Israelites were 
delivered from Egyptian bondage: this was a type of the thralldom in which the human 
race were to Satan and sin. 2. At the passover Jesus Christ, who was typified by the 
paschal lamb, was sacrificed for the sin of the world, and by this sacrifice redemption 
from sin and Satan is now procured and proclaimed. 3. On the pentecost, God gave his 
law on Mount Sinai, accompanied with thunderings and lightnings. On the pentecost, 
God sent down his Holy Spirit, like a rushing mighty wind; and tongues of fire sat upon 
each disciple, in order that, by his influence, that new law of light and life might be 
promulgated and established. Thus, the analogy between the Egyptian bondage and the 
thralldom occasioned by sin-the deliverance from Egypt, and the redemption from sin-
the giving of the law, with all its emblematic accompaniments, and the sending down 
the Holy Spirit, with its symbols of light, life, and power, has been exactly preserved. 4. 
At the Jewish passover, Christ was degraded, humbled, and ignominiously put to 
death: at the following festival, the pentecost, he was highly glorified; and the all 
conquering and ever during might of his kingdom then commenced. The Holy Spirit 
seems to have designed all these analogies, to show that, through all preceding ages, 
God had the dispensation of the Gospel continually in view; and that the old law and its 
ordinances were only designed as preparatives for the new.14 

 
“From a Christian standpoint, Pentecost can be seen as parallel to Shavuot, as Easter is to 
Passover. On Passover, the Jews were delivered from slavery in Egypt; On Easter, mankind 
was delivered from slavery to sin. On Shavuot, the Children of Israel received the Law; On 
Pentecost, the Church received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.”15 
 
“[PENTECOST], the Festival of Weeks, is the second of the three major festivals with both 
historical and agricultural significance (the other two are Passover [The Exodus from Egypt] 
and Sukkot [Feast of Booths/Wilderness Wandering]). Each of these Feasts speaks to God’s 
provision to the Nation.  Agriculturally, it commemorates the time when the first fruits were 
harvested and brought to the Temple.  The period from Passover to [PENTECOST] is a time of 
great anticipation. We count each of the days from the second day of Passover to the day 
before [PENTECOST], 49 days or 7 full weeks, hence the name of the festival. [PENTECOST] 
is not tied to a particular calendar date, but to a counting from Passover. Work is not permitted 
during [PENTECOST]. It is customary to stay up the entire first night of [PENTECOST] and 
study Torah, then pray as early as possible in the morning. The book of Ruth is read at this 
time. Again, there are varying reasons given for this custom, and none seems to be definitive.  
[PENTECOST] will occur on the following days of the secular calendar: Jewish Year 5773: 
sunset May 14, 2013 - nightfall May 16, 2013.16  
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“Jewish people have been faithfully keeping Pentecost for over 3,500 years as Shavuot is the 
celebration of God giving the Torah to Moses on mount Sinai. It is also marks the end of the 
barley harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest.”17 
 
Like the two previous Feasts, PENTECOST speaks of provision and thanksgiving.  God’s 
intent in the keeping of Feasts is “to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of 
His people” (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9).  
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
The Feast of Pentecost presupposes something.  Whatever is happening at the Feast of 
Pentecost is in fulfillment of something. 
 

• PENTECOST is what Genesis 1, 2 speak of and the GOSPEL secures. 
 
We will see our study in ACTS 2 as the continued unfolding of God’s Story as told in THE 
GOSPELS.  Over the next four weeks we will consider the following four ideas. 
 
1. The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
2. The PROMISE of God - What does this MEAN? - Acts 2:14-21 
3. The PERSON of God - His name is JESUS - Acts 2:22-36 
4. The GRACE of God - The GATHERING - Acts 2:37-42 
 
Acts 2 is the Vision of God realized.  It is what the Prophets spoke of.  Jesus is the reality to 
which all shadows point.  The knowledge of His glory is for the joy of His people.  He extends  
this invitation for joy to everyone, everywhere. 
 
Outline: 
 
I always find it helpful in understanding a text to begin at the end and work backward.  The 
events in Acts 2 are the culmination of something rather significant. 
 

I. Beginning at the End (Acts 2:1-13) 
 
Two things happen at PENTECOST.  First, the Church is formed and it is the TEMPLE OF 
GOD. 
 

• 16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man 
destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17) 

 

• 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:18-20) 

 
Second, the Shekinah Glory returns to fill the TEMPLE.  The events of Acts 2/PENTECOST is 
the Holy Spirit returning to the TEMPLE. 
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a. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4a) 

 
The coming of the Holy Spirit is the returning of the SHEKINAH GLORY into His Temple.  
This idea is crucial in our understanding of this day as it relates to the larger narrative of God 
dwelling with His people in the Temple and the presence of the SHEKINAH GLORY as 
affirmation of His presence. 
 
“The presence of the Holy Spirit is also a representation of the Shekinah as when the Spirit 
descended and remained on Jesus (Jn 1:33) and at Pentecost the Spirit came down and rested 
on the 120 disciples appearing  “to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they 
rested on each one of them” (Acts 2:3).”18 

 
At the completion of the OT Tabernacle "the (Shekinah) CLOUD covered the tent of 
meeting, and the (Shekinah) GLORY OF THE LORD filled (Same Gk verb in Acts 2:4-
note Pentecost = "they were all FILLED with the Holy Spirit"!) the tabernacle. And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the CLOUD had settled 
(Hebrew = shakan = was dwelling) on it, and the GLORY OF THE LORD filled the 
tabernacle (Heb = mishkan = "dwelling place" from shakan)....throughout all their 
journeys, the (Shekinah) CLOUD of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there 
was (Shekinah) FIRE in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel." (Ex 40:34-35, 
38) Similarly when King Solomon dedicated the Temple as “the priests came out of the 
Holy Place, the (Shekinah) CLOUD filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the GLORY OF THE LORD had 
filled the house of the LORD” (1Ki 8:10-11). Just before the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple, the “(SHEKINAH) GLORY OF THE GOD of Israel” departed from the 
Temple and “went up from the midst of the city and stood over the (Mt of Olives) 
which is east of the city." (Ezek. 11:23) The Shekinah, which throughout Israel's history 
had been the visible symbol of the PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH was gone, gone even 
from the rebuilt Temple (including Herod's). And yet some 400 years later, "in the 
greatness of (God's) loving-kindness" (Ps 69:13-note), "when the fullness of time came" 
(Gal 4:4), John records "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God...and the Word became a human being and lived (literally 
"tabernacled" or "fixed His tent") with us, and we saw His Shekinah (even as Israel had 
seen the Shekinah dwelling upon the first Tabernacle), the Shekinah of the Father’s only 
Son, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:1, 14) Indeed, the incarnation of Jesus Christ is the 

fulfillment of all the OT shadows of Shekinah, the ultimate visible manifestation of 
God’s presence, "Immanuel, God with us." (Mt 1:23) "Pleased, as Man, with men to 
dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn 
King!" (cf Lk 2:14) Christ is the "King of GLORY" (Ps 24:7-10), the One Who "is the 
radiance (brightness, effulgence) of His (Father's) GLORY and the exact representation 
of His nature" (Heb 1:3) "for God Who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has 
made us understand that this light is the (Shekinah) brightness of the GLORY OF GOD 
seen in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor 4:6NLT) Who Himself declared that "he who 
beholds Me beholds the One Who sent Me." (Jn 12:45). Indeed, Jesus is the ultimate 
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answer to Moses' incredible prayer "LORD, show me Thy glory." (Ex 33:18)  Now that 
Jesus has ascended to the right hand of Glory, where is the "Shekinah"? Paul says it is 
"Christ in us, the hope of glory" (Col 1:27) adding that that as we “with unveiled face 
are beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord (His Word Jas 1:23-25), we are being 
transformed into the same image (of God’s Son Ro 8:29) from GLORY to GLORY, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18) Indeed, our “body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
(of Jesus, Acts 16:7) Who is in us, Whom we have from God, and that we are not our 
own, for we have been bought with a price and are therefore called to GLORIFY God in 
our body." (1 Cor 6:19-20). Paul writes that "now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully 
known." (1Cor 13:12) And so while it is difficult imagine what God’s glory will look like 
when we see our Lord Jesus Christ, the various descriptions in Scripture would indicate 
that His Glory will be the most beautiful sight we will experience throughout eternity. 
All of the goodness and beauty we see in the present will be nothing in comparison to 
the refulgent GLORY OF GOD. In the final manifestation of God's Shekinah, we read 
that "the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them" in the New 
Jerusalem which "has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the GLORY 
OF GOD has illumined it, and its lamp is the LAMB." (Rev 21:3)  And so in God's final 
manifestation of perfect communion and oneness with His redeemed children, we will 
enter into the true HOLY OF HOLIES illuminated by the SHEKINAH GLORY of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. And "In His temple everyone shouts, "GLORY!" (Ps 
29:9NLT)  Father by Thy Spirit strengthen us with power in our inner being (Eph 3:16), 
so that as we hope for what we do not see, we will with perseverance “wait expectantly 
and in great anticipation for” (Ro 8:25), the appearance of “the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky with power and GREAT (Shekinah) GLORY” (Mt 24:30). Amen.19  

 
b. The Sign: Tongues (2:4b-11) 

 
“At the building of Babel the language of the people was confounded; and, in consequence of 
this, they became scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation of the Christian 
Church, the gift of various languages was given to the apostles, that the scattered nations 
might be gathered; and united under one shepherd and superintendent (episkopov) of all 
souls.”20 
 
Again, it is important to see Acts 2 as the outworking of the reversal.  It is a return to the 
Garden mission.  Notice the text speaks of “EVERY NATION.”  Note how this statement 
reflects the biblical idea of God’s glory covering the earth for the joy of His people (vv. 5, 11, 
12).  The connecting of this thought is not a straining of gnat, but the Story of God coming to 
fruition.  The gift of tongues is tied to prophetic utterance which is tied to the receiving of 
VISION.  This moment confirms that the fulfillment of God’s VISION for the future is now 
present. 
 

c. The Reaction: Mixed (2:12-13) 
 

1. What does this mean? 
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2. They are drunk! 
 

II. Point 3 of 3 – The Gospel’s spread (Acts 1:1-8) 
 
The GOSPEL is nothing more or less than the knowledge of the GLORY OF GOD (Isa. 11:9; 
Hab. 2:14).  The GOSPEL drives us back to the GARDEN OF EDEN and God’s original intent. 
 
“Our individual redemption, while a gift of the gospel, is not the final goal of the gospel. ‘The 
glory of the blessed God’ is the ultimate end of the good news. Dr. John MacArthur explains, 
‘The gospel reveals God’s glory, that is, the perfections of His person or attributes, including 
His holiness (hatred of sin) and justice (demand of punishment for violations of His Law) and 
grace (forgiveness of sin)’.”21 
 
Acts 1:8 and the entire Book of Acts speak to the spreading of the knowledge of the glory of 
God for the joy of His people.  The Book of Acts moves us from JERUSALEM to 
JUDEA/SAMARIA and ends with the UTTERMOST REGIONS OF THE WORLD.  The Book 

of Acts is a story of conquest and fulfillment. 
 
When I was doing my work for my doctorate I wrote a response to the idea of the mission 
failing and how we did not have enough workers to get the job done.  I wrote how we did 
have enough workers and God was winning, not losing.  I tire of the rhetoric that speaks of a 
failing mission and rather believe we need to sound the trumpet of victory and conquest.  If 
you as an individual are part of a local community and if every community is part of ONE 
BODY, then we are not failing.  We might have local struggle, but when I step back and realize 
we are part of ONE CHURCH in Waukesha, we are winning.  There is never a question as to 
its messiness, but let us stop speaking of defeat and let us start speaking of victory. 
 
“Throughout the book of Acts, Luke pauses to provide us a summary account of the state of 
the church at various points in time.  This paragraph is the second of nine summary accounts 
of the state of the church in Acts.  Most are very brief consisting of just a sentence or two.  This 
is the longest and most detailed of the summary accounts. These summaries are located in 
Acts 1:14; 4:32-35; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; and 28:30-31.  We are not told how long a time 
this summary account covers, but it was probably an extended period of time.  Some have 
speculated these verses at the end of Acts 2 may cover a period of many months.”22   
 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) 
 
Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 
 
But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. (Acts 12:24) 
 
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing. (Acts 19:20) 
 

This is how the Word of God spreads.  Think also of Isaiah 55:11. 
 



 

 

9 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the 
earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will 
My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  (Isa. 55:10, 11) 

 
The point in Acts is the unfolding and fulfilling of God’s promise.  Think of Paul writing these 
words to Timothy while imprisoned. 
 

for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned.  
(2 Tim. 2:9) 

 
Paul understood the dynamic nature of God’s Word. 
 

5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in 
truth; (Col. 1:5, 6) 

 
Acts is telling us this Story. 
 
“In Jerusalem ... in all Judea ... and unto the uttermost part of the earth--This order of apostolic 
preaching and success supplies the proper key to the plan of the Acts, which relates first the 
progress of the Gospel ‘in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria’ (the first through ninth 
chapters), and then ‘unto the uttermost part of the earth’ (the tenth through twenty-eighth 
chapters).”23 
 
“’The Acts themselves form the best commentary on these words, and the words themselves 
might be given as the best summary of the Acts’ (Page). The events follow this outline 
(Jerusalem till the end of chapter 7, with the martyrdom of Stephen, the scattering of the saints 
through Judea and Samaria in chapter 8, the conversion of Saul, chapter 9, the spread of the 
gospel to Romans in Caesarea by Peter (chapter 10), to Greeks in Antioch (chapter 11), finally 
Paul's world tours and arrest and arrival in Rome (chapters 11 to 28).”24 
 
III. Point 2 of 3 – The STORY in a nutshell (Luke 24:44-49) 

 
“This division of the Old Testament was in use long before the time of Christ, and was what he 
referred to here; and he meant to say that in each of these divisions of the Old Testament there 
were prophecies respecting himself. The particular subject before them was his resurrection 
from the dead.”25 
 
“The history of salvation in Luke-Acts must be understood in two parts. First is the basic 
assumption that God works out salvation within a special history that is also a part of general 
world history. This history begins with creation and the fall of humans into sin and ends with 
the return of Christ and the end of the world as now known; its time is virtually synonymous 
with human history. The events Luke surveys are a part of this larger stream of God's history 
of revelation and redemption; they depict God at work in the time and space of this world. 
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Second, Luke is intent to present the Jesus-event as not just another event in God's special 
saving history, but as the event in that history.”26 
 
Luke wants us to understand how JESUS is the fulfillment of what previous revelation from 
God spoke of.  Thus, when we read chapters like Luke 24 we cannot simply see this as an idea 
inside of the Bible among multiple ideas, BUT THE IDEA THAT CONTROLS AND 

GOVERNS ALL OTHER IDEAS IN THE BIBLE. 
 
IV. Point 1 of 3 – The STORY (Gen. 1-3) 

 
What Acts 2 fulfills is the scene revealed to us of God’s word to Adam and Eve to be fruitful 
and multiple and fill the earth.   
 
Think with me of those marvelous passages like Psalm 19:1ff. 
 

1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 2 Day 
to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there 
words; Their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the 
end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its 
circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 1:1-6) 

 
Think with me of Isaiah 11:9 and Habakkuk 2:14. 
 

1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit 
of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and 
strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the 
LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But 
with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He 
will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 

Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will 
graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not 
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the 
waters cover the sea. 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a 
signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then it will happen on that day that the 
Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, 
From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. 12 And He 
will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the 
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, And 
those who harass Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, And Judah will not harass 
Ephraim. 14 They will swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the west; Together they will plunder 
the sons of the east; They will possess Edom and Moab, And the sons of Ammon will be subject to them. 
15 And the LORD will utterly destroy The tongue of the Sea of Egypt; And He will wave His hand over 
the River With His scorching wind; And He will strike it into seven streams And make men walk over 
dry-shod. 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His people who will be left, 
Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt. (Isa. 11:1-16) 
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For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 
(Hab. 2:14) 

 
God created a place where His people might dwell with Him and their joy might be full.  The 
Garden of Eden was to be an ever expanding experience that would cover the earth.  They 
were to be tilling/growing the Garden and populating the earth until the knowledge of His 
glory covered the earth like the waters cover the seas. 
 

a. Creation  
b. Garden / Humanity / Worshippers 
c. Fall / Redemption 

 
We will see next week how Peter says “this is that.”  Until then let us appreciate how God is 
keeping His word and how we are living in the reality. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you living in the outworking of God’s VISION? HINT – you are but do you realize 
this? 

2. Friends, we are living in the reality of Garden truth.  There is nothing that can stop God 
from keeping His promise to prepare a place where we will be with Him and our joy 
will be full. 

3. The shadow currently exists; the reality is closer than you think. 
 
With an emphasis on missions you might expect me to make some appeal as to why you need 
to be involved in missions, yet I believe you are involved in missions.  Granted there might be 
a different function within the work both functionally and geographically that God would 
have you engage in, but you will know if such is the case.  Until then let us continue to make 
much of HIM. 
 
                                                 
1
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  
2 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vision  
3 http://www.excellerate.com/articles/how-to-write-a-church-vision-statement/  
4 2 Cor. 1:20; Col. 1:19; 2:9; Heb. 1:3 
5 Phil. 2:1-11 
6 Rom. 6:1-11 
7 John 1:14; Col. 2:1-3 
8 Heb. 11:13-16 
9 1 Cor. 10:31 
10 John 15; Gal. 2:20 
11 Heb. 10:19-25 
12 Rom. 6:1-11; Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 4:17 
13 Matt. 28:18-20 
14 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the NT on Acts 2:1. 
15
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  

16 http://www.jewfaq.org/holidayc.htm  
17
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  

18
 http://preceptaustin.org/shekinah_glory.htm  

19
 http://preceptaustin.org/shekinah_glory.htm  
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20
 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the NT on Acts 2:4. 

21
 http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/gospel-gods-glory/  The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 1, 778 

22
 https://sites.google.com/a/larryreynolds.org/www/acts2:37-47  

23
 Jamieson, Fausett, and Brown Commentary on the Whole Bible on Acts 1:8. 

24
 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Acts 1:8. 

25
 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Luke 24:44. 

26 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/luke-acts-theology-of.html  
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Date:  May 19, 2013 
Title:  The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
Series:  His Story; Our Story – Sermon 1 
Text:  Acts 2:1-13; Luke 24; Acts 1 
 
Theme:  
 
“Pentecost is considered to be the highest ranking Great Feast of the Lord, second in rank only to 
Easter.”1 
 
If such is the case, why are we so ignorant of this significant point in God’s Story? 
 
PENTECOST is the Story of God keeping His Word to fill the earth with the knowledge of His 
glory for the joy of His people.  I know you might choke on this because it seems redundant, 
but ACTS 2 IS THE GARDEN BEING RESTORED.  ACTS 2 is God’s VISION for the future 
planting itself firmly in the present. 
 
Acts 2 is what God envisioned in Genesis 1, 2. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Although the subject matter might appear foreign to our study, for the purpose of seeking 
clarity we need to speak of VISION and the definition of words.  We use a common language 
but cannot assume we all mean the same thing although we are saying the same thing.  I find 
the word VISION to be one of those words often used, but seldom defined. 
 
Simply put VISION speaks of something future.  Webster’s Dictionary explains VISION in the 
following manner. 
 
1 “Something seen in a dream, trance, or ecstasy; especially : a supernatural appearance that 
conveys a revelation.”  2 “The act or power of imagination.”  3 “The act or power of seeing.”   
 
Webster provides the following examples of the word VISION.  

• We had visions of fame and fortune. 

• the architect's vision for the new building 

• She had a clear vision of what she wanted to do. 

• He had a vision of Christ. 

• The idea came to me in a vision.2 
 
Often people familiar with the Bible speak of such passages as Prov. 29:18; 1 Sam. 3:1; and 
Amos 8:11. 
 

• Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law. (Prov. 29:18) 
 

• Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in 
those days, visions were infrequent. (1 Sam. 3:1) 
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• "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, not a famine 
for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the LORD. (Amos 8:11) 

 
Yet how the Bible defines VISION and how it is often defined by those in church 
marketing/growth are worlds apart. Although the following quote is lengthy, it helps present 
the idea I want to show. 
 

How to Write a Church Vision Statement3 
When people think of church vision statements, there are usually two related but different 
things they picture. One is a vision statement, and one is a mission statement. These documents 
are related and most churches end up combining them, but for the purpose of discussion, we’ll 
treat them separately.  The difference is that a vision statement describes how you and God see 
your church. It focuses on the personality of the church. A mission statement describes what 
actions will result from your vision.  As you work on your vision statement, here are a few 
things to keep in mind: 
 
Dream big 
Remember, this is your vision, it’s the way God sees you. If your vision is small, your church 
will be small.  
 
Be Concise 
A good vision statement focuses your members on fulfilling it. That means your members have 
to be able to memorize it. 
 
Be Precise 
Since your vision statement exists to inspire your members, you need to make it reward 
meditation.  
 
Be Different 
Christians need to be unified in their vision and united in their goals. But, they shouldn’t have 
the same vision statement. Your vision statement is about what God has called you to be and 
how he sees you.  
 
Take your Time 
Keep in mind that the purpose of your vision statement is to direct the course of your church.  

 
I get what he is saying, but he is approaching it from a church growth perspective and not a 
biblical perspective.  He is taking an idea and sprinkling it with “bible.”  I will seek to show 
how the Bible tells us God’s VISION as to why He created and what this looks like and how 
He gets there.  I will also seek to show why God’s VISION is to be OUR VISION and His 
means to that end is to be our MISSION/MEANS. 
 
No matter where we “poke” our stick in the Bible, we will touch the Story.   
1. We believe God's purpose from the beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the 

knowledge of His glory for the joy of His people (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-
9).  
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2. We believe God's full glory is embodied in Jesus Christ4 through His incarnation, His 
crucifixion and His resurrection from death.5   

 
3. We believe the fullest expression of the Christian life is summed up in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ.6 He is the substance and source of all truth.7 
 
4. We believe we have the opportunity to bear the image of Jesus in the world as we seek to 

revel in our role within His great narrative,8 through which His glory is proclaimed.9   
 
5. We believe the Christian Life is the overflow and outworking of His life in us and through 

us to those around us.10   
 
6. At Waukesha Bible Church, we desire to live out the gospel Story in community11 as we 

seek to know Him, become identified in Him through His death and resurrection,12 and see 
Him live out His resurrection life within us and through us to those around us in every 
aspect of our existence.13 

 
On this day in history we have the fulfillment of Ancient Promises reaching back into the pre-
time foreknowledge of God. For us to understand Acts 2, we must trace our Story back to Luke 
24 and Acts 1.  The Bible is a connected book. 
 
This establishes our vision for the future and our mission for the present.  It is for this reason 
we are calling this Season - His Story; Our Story.  I believe we have failed to establish our 
“vision” for we have attempted to make it something other than what God’s VISION is for the 
future.  Our Vision must be controlled by His vision and finding His is to find ours. 
 
In the absence of such a frame, the events of Acts 2 are misread and wrongly applied.  The 
issues here are not the filling by the Holy Spirit or the tongue speaking of the recipients.  The 
issue is once and forever about JESUS and how He alone and only is the fulfillment of the 
SEED PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. 
 
The events in Acts 2 on PENTECOST have been the subject of much debate.  Yet for us to 
understand the significance of this day in history we must lay it in the context of God’s 
overarching Story and the outworking of that Story in time.  
 
Paul said in Colossians 2:16-17 that the Jewish feasts and celebrations were a shadow of the 
things to come through Jesus Christ.  How does PENTECOST in shadow speak of JESUS as 
substance?  Let us consider what the Feast meant to the Nation of Israel and then move 
forward. 
 

The feast of pentecost was celebrated fifty days after the passover, and has its name 
penthkosth from penthkonta, fifty, which is compounded of pente, five, and hkonta, the 
decimal termination. It commenced on the fiftieth day reckoned from the first day of 
unleavened bread, i.e. on the morrow after the paschal lamb was offered. The law 
relative to this feast is found in Le 23:15, 16, in these words: And ye shall count unto 
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you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the 
wave-offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the 
seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days. This feast was instituted in commemoration 
of the giving the law on Mount Sinai; and is therefore sometimes called by the Jews, the 
joy of the law, and frequently the feast of weeks. There is a correspondence between the 
giving of the law, which is celebrated by this feast of pentecost, together with the 
crucifixion of our Lord, which took place at the passover, and this descent of the Holy 
Spirit, which happened at this pentecost. 1. At the passover, the Israelites were 
delivered from Egyptian bondage: this was a type of the thralldom in which the human 
race were to Satan and sin. 2. At the passover Jesus Christ, who was typified by the 
paschal lamb, was sacrificed for the sin of the world, and by this sacrifice redemption 
from sin and Satan is now procured and proclaimed. 3. On the pentecost, God gave his 
law on Mount Sinai, accompanied with thunderings and lightnings. On the pentecost, 
God sent down his Holy Spirit, like a rushing mighty wind; and tongues of fire sat upon 
each disciple, in order that, by his influence, that new law of light and life might be 
promulgated and established. Thus, the analogy between the Egyptian bondage and the 
thralldom occasioned by sin-the deliverance from Egypt, and the redemption from sin-
the giving of the law, with all its emblematic accompaniments, and the sending down 
the Holy Spirit, with its symbols of light, life, and power, has been exactly preserved. 4. 
At the Jewish passover, Christ was degraded, humbled, and ignominiously put to 
death: at the following festival, the pentecost, he was highly glorified; and the all 
conquering and ever during might of his kingdom then commenced. The Holy Spirit 
seems to have designed all these analogies, to show that, through all preceding ages, 
God had the dispensation of the Gospel continually in view; and that the old law and its 
ordinances were only designed as preparatives for the new.14 

 
“From a Christian standpoint, Pentecost can be seen as parallel to Shavuot, as Easter is to 
Passover. On Passover, the Jews were delivered from slavery in Egypt; On Easter, mankind 
was delivered from slavery to sin. On Shavuot, the Children of Israel received the Law; On 
Pentecost, the Church received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.”15 
 
“[PENTECOST], the Festival of Weeks, is the second of the three major festivals with both 
historical and agricultural significance (the other two are Passover [The Exodus from Egypt] 
and Sukkot [Feast of Booths/Wilderness Wandering]). Each of these Feasts speaks to God’s 
provision to the Nation.  Agriculturally, it commemorates the time when the first fruits were 
harvested and brought to the Temple.  The period from Passover to [PENTECOST] is a time of 
great anticipation. We count each of the days from the second day of Passover to the day 
before [PENTECOST], 49 days or 7 full weeks, hence the name of the festival. [PENTECOST] 
is not tied to a particular calendar date, but to a counting from Passover. Work is not permitted 
during [PENTECOST]. It is customary to stay up the entire first night of [PENTECOST] and 
study Torah, then pray as early as possible in the morning. The book of Ruth is read at this 
time. Again, there are varying reasons given for this custom, and none seems to be definitive.  
[PENTECOST] will occur on the following days of the secular calendar: Jewish Year 5773: 
sunset May 14, 2013 - nightfall May 16, 2013.16  
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“Jewish people have been faithfully keeping Pentecost for over 3,500 years as Shavuot is the 
celebration of God giving the Torah to Moses on mount Sinai. It is also marks the end of the 
barley harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest.”17 
 
Like the two previous Feasts, PENTECOST speaks of provision and thanksgiving.  God’s 
intent in the keeping of Feasts is “to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of 
His people” (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9).  
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
The Feast of Pentecost presupposes something.  Whatever is happening at the Feast of 
Pentecost is in fulfillment of something. 
 

• PENTECOST is what Genesis 1, 2 speak of and the GOSPEL secures. 
 
We will see our study in ACTS 2 as the continued unfolding of God’s Story as told in THE 
GOSPELS.  Over the next four weeks we will consider the following four ideas. 
 
1. The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
2. The PROMISE of God - What does this MEAN? - Acts 2:14-21 
3. The PERSON of God - His name is JESUS - Acts 2:22-36 
4. The GRACE of God - The GATHERING - Acts 2:37-42 
 
Acts 2 is the Vision of God realized.  It is what the Prophets spoke of.  Jesus is the reality to 
which all shadows point.  The knowledge of His glory is for the joy of His people.  He extends  
this invitation for joy to everyone, everywhere. 
 
Outline: 
 
I always find it helpful in understanding a text to begin at the end and work backward.  The 
events in Acts 2 are the culmination of something rather significant. 
 

I. Beginning at the End (Acts 2:1-13) 
 
Two things happen at PENTECOST.  First, the Church is formed and it is the TEMPLE OF 
GOD. 
 

• 16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man 
destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17) 

 

• 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:18-20) 

 
Second, the Shekinah Glory returns to fill the TEMPLE.  The events of Acts 2/PENTECOST is 
the Holy Spirit returning to the TEMPLE. 
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a. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4a) 

 
The coming of the Holy Spirit is the returning of the SHEKINAH GLORY into His Temple.  
This idea is crucial in our understanding of this day as it relates to the larger narrative of God 
dwelling with His people in the Temple and the presence of the SHEKINAH GLORY as 
affirmation of His presence. 
 
“The presence of the Holy Spirit is also a representation of the Shekinah as when the Spirit 
descended and remained on Jesus (Jn 1:33) and at Pentecost the Spirit came down and rested 
on the 120 disciples appearing  “to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they 
rested on each one of them” (Acts 2:3).”18 

 
At the completion of the OT Tabernacle "the (Shekinah) CLOUD covered the tent of 
meeting, and the (Shekinah) GLORY OF THE LORD filled (Same Gk verb in Acts 2:4-
note Pentecost = "they were all FILLED with the Holy Spirit"!) the tabernacle. And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the CLOUD had settled 
(Hebrew = shakan = was dwelling) on it, and the GLORY OF THE LORD filled the 
tabernacle (Heb = mishkan = "dwelling place" from shakan)....throughout all their 
journeys, the (Shekinah) CLOUD of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there 
was (Shekinah) FIRE in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel." (Ex 40:34-35, 
38) Similarly when King Solomon dedicated the Temple as “the priests came out of the 
Holy Place, the (Shekinah) CLOUD filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the GLORY OF THE LORD had 
filled the house of the LORD” (1Ki 8:10-11). Just before the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple, the “(SHEKINAH) GLORY OF THE GOD of Israel” departed from the 
Temple and “went up from the midst of the city and stood over the (Mt of Olives) 
which is east of the city." (Ezek. 11:23) The Shekinah, which throughout Israel's history 
had been the visible symbol of the PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH was gone, gone even 
from the rebuilt Temple (including Herod's). And yet some 400 years later, "in the 
greatness of (God's) loving-kindness" (Ps 69:13-note), "when the fullness of time came" 
(Gal 4:4), John records "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God...and the Word became a human being and lived (literally 
"tabernacled" or "fixed His tent") with us, and we saw His Shekinah (even as Israel had 
seen the Shekinah dwelling upon the first Tabernacle), the Shekinah of the Father’s only 
Son, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:1, 14) Indeed, the incarnation of Jesus Christ is the 

fulfillment of all the OT shadows of Shekinah, the ultimate visible manifestation of 
God’s presence, "Immanuel, God with us." (Mt 1:23) "Pleased, as Man, with men to 
dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn 
King!" (cf Lk 2:14) Christ is the "King of GLORY" (Ps 24:7-10), the One Who "is the 
radiance (brightness, effulgence) of His (Father's) GLORY and the exact representation 
of His nature" (Heb 1:3) "for God Who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has 
made us understand that this light is the (Shekinah) brightness of the GLORY OF GOD 
seen in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor 4:6NLT) Who Himself declared that "he who 
beholds Me beholds the One Who sent Me." (Jn 12:45). Indeed, Jesus is the ultimate 
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answer to Moses' incredible prayer "LORD, show me Thy glory." (Ex 33:18)  Now that 
Jesus has ascended to the right hand of Glory, where is the "Shekinah"? Paul says it is 
"Christ in us, the hope of glory" (Col 1:27) adding that that as we “with unveiled face 
are beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord (His Word Jas 1:23-25), we are being 
transformed into the same image (of God’s Son Ro 8:29) from GLORY to GLORY, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18) Indeed, our “body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
(of Jesus, Acts 16:7) Who is in us, Whom we have from God, and that we are not our 
own, for we have been bought with a price and are therefore called to GLORIFY God in 
our body." (1 Cor 6:19-20). Paul writes that "now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully 
known." (1Cor 13:12) And so while it is difficult imagine what God’s glory will look like 
when we see our Lord Jesus Christ, the various descriptions in Scripture would indicate 
that His Glory will be the most beautiful sight we will experience throughout eternity. 
All of the goodness and beauty we see in the present will be nothing in comparison to 
the refulgent GLORY OF GOD. In the final manifestation of God's Shekinah, we read 
that "the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them" in the New 
Jerusalem which "has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the GLORY 
OF GOD has illumined it, and its lamp is the LAMB." (Rev 21:3)  And so in God's final 
manifestation of perfect communion and oneness with His redeemed children, we will 
enter into the true HOLY OF HOLIES illuminated by the SHEKINAH GLORY of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. And "In His temple everyone shouts, "GLORY!" (Ps 
29:9NLT)  Father by Thy Spirit strengthen us with power in our inner being (Eph 3:16), 
so that as we hope for what we do not see, we will with perseverance “wait expectantly 
and in great anticipation for” (Ro 8:25), the appearance of “the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky with power and GREAT (Shekinah) GLORY” (Mt 24:30). Amen.19  

 
b. The Sign: Tongues (2:4b-11) 

 
“At the building of Babel the language of the people was confounded; and, in consequence of 
this, they became scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation of the Christian 
Church, the gift of various languages was given to the apostles, that the scattered nations 
might be gathered; and united under one shepherd and superintendent (episkopov) of all 
souls.”20 
 
Again, it is important to see Acts 2 as the outworking of the reversal.  It is a return to the 
Garden mission.  Notice the text speaks of “EVERY NATION.”  Note how this statement 
reflects the biblical idea of God’s glory covering the earth for the joy of His people (vv. 5, 11, 
12).  The connecting of this thought is not a straining of gnat, but the Story of God coming to 
fruition.  The gift of tongues is tied to prophetic utterance which is tied to the receiving of 
VISION.  This moment confirms that the fulfillment of God’s VISION for the future is now 
present. 
 

c. The Reaction: Mixed (2:12-13) 
 

1. What does this mean? 
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2. They are drunk! 
 

II. Point 3 of 3 – The Gospel’s spread (Acts 1:1-8) 
 
The GOSPEL is nothing more or less than the knowledge of the GLORY OF GOD (Isa. 11:9; 
Hab. 2:14).  The GOSPEL drives us back to the GARDEN OF EDEN and God’s original intent. 
 
“Our individual redemption, while a gift of the gospel, is not the final goal of the gospel. ‘The 
glory of the blessed God’ is the ultimate end of the good news. Dr. John MacArthur explains, 
‘The gospel reveals God’s glory, that is, the perfections of His person or attributes, including 
His holiness (hatred of sin) and justice (demand of punishment for violations of His Law) and 
grace (forgiveness of sin)’.”21 
 
Acts 1:8 and the entire Book of Acts speak to the spreading of the knowledge of the glory of 
God for the joy of His people.  The Book of Acts moves us from JERUSALEM to 
JUDEA/SAMARIA and ends with the UTTERMOST REGIONS OF THE WORLD.  The Book 

of Acts is a story of conquest and fulfillment. 
 
When I was doing my work for my doctorate I wrote a response to the idea of the mission 
failing and how we did not have enough workers to get the job done.  I wrote how we did 
have enough workers and God was winning, not losing.  I tire of the rhetoric that speaks of a 
failing mission and rather believe we need to sound the trumpet of victory and conquest.  If 
you as an individual are part of a local community and if every community is part of ONE 
BODY, then we are not failing.  We might have local struggle, but when I step back and realize 
we are part of ONE CHURCH in Waukesha, we are winning.  There is never a question as to 
its messiness, but let us stop speaking of defeat and let us start speaking of victory. 
 
“Throughout the book of Acts, Luke pauses to provide us a summary account of the state of 
the church at various points in time.  This paragraph is the second of nine summary accounts 
of the state of the church in Acts.  Most are very brief consisting of just a sentence or two.  This 
is the longest and most detailed of the summary accounts. These summaries are located in 
Acts 1:14; 4:32-35; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; and 28:30-31.  We are not told how long a time 
this summary account covers, but it was probably an extended period of time.  Some have 
speculated these verses at the end of Acts 2 may cover a period of many months.”22   
 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) 
 
Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 
 
But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. (Acts 12:24) 
 
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing. (Acts 19:20) 
 

This is how the Word of God spreads.  Think also of Isaiah 55:11. 
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10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the 
earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will 
My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  (Isa. 55:10, 11) 

 
The point in Acts is the unfolding and fulfilling of God’s promise.  Think of Paul writing these 
words to Timothy while imprisoned. 
 

for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned.  
(2 Tim. 2:9) 

 
Paul understood the dynamic nature of God’s Word. 
 

5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in 
truth; (Col. 1:5, 6) 

 
Acts is telling us this Story. 
 
“In Jerusalem ... in all Judea ... and unto the uttermost part of the earth--This order of apostolic 
preaching and success supplies the proper key to the plan of the Acts, which relates first the 
progress of the Gospel ‘in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria’ (the first through ninth 
chapters), and then ‘unto the uttermost part of the earth’ (the tenth through twenty-eighth 
chapters).”23 
 
“’The Acts themselves form the best commentary on these words, and the words themselves 
might be given as the best summary of the Acts’ (Page). The events follow this outline 
(Jerusalem till the end of chapter 7, with the martyrdom of Stephen, the scattering of the saints 
through Judea and Samaria in chapter 8, the conversion of Saul, chapter 9, the spread of the 
gospel to Romans in Caesarea by Peter (chapter 10), to Greeks in Antioch (chapter 11), finally 
Paul's world tours and arrest and arrival in Rome (chapters 11 to 28).”24 
 
III. Point 2 of 3 – The STORY in a nutshell (Luke 24:44-49) 

 
“This division of the Old Testament was in use long before the time of Christ, and was what he 
referred to here; and he meant to say that in each of these divisions of the Old Testament there 
were prophecies respecting himself. The particular subject before them was his resurrection 
from the dead.”25 
 
“The history of salvation in Luke-Acts must be understood in two parts. First is the basic 
assumption that God works out salvation within a special history that is also a part of general 
world history. This history begins with creation and the fall of humans into sin and ends with 
the return of Christ and the end of the world as now known; its time is virtually synonymous 
with human history. The events Luke surveys are a part of this larger stream of God's history 
of revelation and redemption; they depict God at work in the time and space of this world. 
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Second, Luke is intent to present the Jesus-event as not just another event in God's special 
saving history, but as the event in that history.”26 
 
Luke wants us to understand how JESUS is the fulfillment of what previous revelation from 
God spoke of.  Thus, when we read chapters like Luke 24 we cannot simply see this as an idea 
inside of the Bible among multiple ideas, BUT THE IDEA THAT CONTROLS AND 

GOVERNS ALL OTHER IDEAS IN THE BIBLE. 
 
IV. Point 1 of 3 – The STORY (Gen. 1-3) 

 
What Acts 2 fulfills is the scene revealed to us of God’s word to Adam and Eve to be fruitful 
and multiple and fill the earth.   
 
Think with me of those marvelous passages like Psalm 19:1ff. 
 

1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 2 Day 
to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there 
words; Their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the 
end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its 
circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 1:1-6) 

 
Think with me of Isaiah 11:9 and Habakkuk 2:14. 
 

1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit 
of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and 
strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the 
LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But 
with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He 
will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 

Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will 
graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not 
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the 
waters cover the sea. 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a 
signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then it will happen on that day that the 
Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, 
From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. 12 And He 
will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the 
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, And 
those who harass Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, And Judah will not harass 
Ephraim. 14 They will swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the west; Together they will plunder 
the sons of the east; They will possess Edom and Moab, And the sons of Ammon will be subject to them. 
15 And the LORD will utterly destroy The tongue of the Sea of Egypt; And He will wave His hand over 
the River With His scorching wind; And He will strike it into seven streams And make men walk over 
dry-shod. 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His people who will be left, 
Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt. (Isa. 11:1-16) 
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For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 
(Hab. 2:14) 

 
God created a place where His people might dwell with Him and their joy might be full.  The 
Garden of Eden was to be an ever expanding experience that would cover the earth.  They 
were to be tilling/growing the Garden and populating the earth until the knowledge of His 
glory covered the earth like the waters cover the seas. 
 

a. Creation  
b. Garden / Humanity / Worshippers 
c. Fall / Redemption 

 
We will see next week how Peter says “this is that.”  Until then let us appreciate how God is 
keeping His word and how we are living in the reality. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you living in the outworking of God’s VISION? HINT – you are but do you realize 
this? 

2. Friends, we are living in the reality of Garden truth.  There is nothing that can stop God 
from keeping His promise to prepare a place where we will be with Him and our joy 
will be full. 

3. The shadow currently exists; the reality is closer than you think. 
 
With an emphasis on missions you might expect me to make some appeal as to why you need 
to be involved in missions, yet I believe you are involved in missions.  Granted there might be 
a different function within the work both functionally and geographically that God would 
have you engage in, but you will know if such is the case.  Until then let us continue to make 
much of HIM. 
 
                                                 
1
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  
2 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vision  
3 http://www.excellerate.com/articles/how-to-write-a-church-vision-statement/  
4 2 Cor. 1:20; Col. 1:19; 2:9; Heb. 1:3 
5 Phil. 2:1-11 
6 Rom. 6:1-11 
7 John 1:14; Col. 2:1-3 
8 Heb. 11:13-16 
9 1 Cor. 10:31 
10 John 15; Gal. 2:20 
11 Heb. 10:19-25 
12 Rom. 6:1-11; Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 4:17 
13 Matt. 28:18-20 
14 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the NT on Acts 2:1. 
15
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  

16 http://www.jewfaq.org/holidayc.htm  
17
 http://worldtruth.tv/feast-of-shavuot-the-day-of-pentecost/  

18
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19
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 http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/gospel-gods-glory/  The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 1, 778 

22
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23
 Jamieson, Fausett, and Brown Commentary on the Whole Bible on Acts 1:8. 

24
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Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Sermon Title: “The VISION of God - It’s HERE!” 
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Date:  May 19, 2013 
Title:  The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
Series:  His Story; Our Story – Sermon 1 
Text:  Acts 2:1-13; Luke 24; Acts 1 
 
Theme:  
 
“Pentecost is considered to be the highest ranking Great Feast of the Lord, second in rank only to 
Easter.”1 
 
If such is the case, why are we so ignorant of this significant point in God’s Story? 
 
PENTECOST is the Story of God keeping His Word to fill the earth with the knowledge of His 
glory for the joy of His people.  I know you might choke on this because it seems redundant, 
but ACTS 2 IS THE GARDEN BEING RESTORED.  ACTS 2 is God’s VISION for the future 
planting itself firmly in the present. 
 
Acts 2 is what God envisioned in Genesis 1, 2. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Although the subject matter might appear foreign to our study, for the purpose of seeking 
clarity we need to speak of VISION and the definition of words.  We use a common language 
but cannot assume we all mean the same thing although we are saying the same thing.  I find 
the word VISION to be one of those words often used, but seldom defined. 
 
Simply put VISION speaks of something future.  Webster’s Dictionary explains VISION in the 
following manner. 
 
1 “Something seen in a dream, trance, or ecstasy; especially : a supernatural appearance that 
conveys a revelation.”  2 “The act or power of imagination.”  3 “The act or power of seeing.”   
 
Webster provides the following examples of the word VISION.  

• We had visions of fame and fortune. 

• the architect's vision for the new building 

• She had a clear vision of what she wanted to do. 

• He had a vision of Christ. 

• The idea came to me in a vision.2 
 
Often people familiar with the Bible speak of such passages as Prov. 29:18; 1 Sam. 3:1; and 
Amos 8:11. 
 

• Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law. (Prov. 29:18) 
 

• Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in 
those days, visions were infrequent. (1 Sam. 3:1) 
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• "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, not a famine 
for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the LORD. (Amos 8:11) 

 
Yet how the Bible defines VISION and how it is often defined by those in church 
marketing/growth are worlds apart. Although the following quote is lengthy, it helps present 
the idea I want to show. 
 

How to Write a Church Vision Statement3 
When people think of church vision statements, there are usually two related but different 
things they picture. One is a vision statement, and one is a mission statement. These documents 
are related and most churches end up combining them, but for the purpose of discussion, we’ll 
treat them separately.  The difference is that a vision statement describes how you and God see 
your church. It focuses on the personality of the church. A mission statement describes what 
actions will result from your vision.  As you work on your vision statement, here are a few 
things to keep in mind: 
 
Dream big 
Remember, this is your vision, it’s the way God sees you. If your vision is small, your church 
will be small.  
 
Be Concise 
A good vision statement focuses your members on fulfilling it. That means your members have 
to be able to memorize it. 
 
Be Precise 
Since your vision statement exists to inspire your members, you need to make it reward 
meditation.  
 
Be Different 
Christians need to be unified in their vision and united in their goals. But, they shouldn’t have 
the same vision statement. Your vision statement is about what God has called you to be and 
how he sees you.  
 
Take your Time 
Keep in mind that the purpose of your vision statement is to direct the course of your church.  

 
I get what he is saying, but he is approaching it from a church growth perspective and not a 
biblical perspective.  He is taking an idea and sprinkling it with “bible.”  I will seek to show 
how the Bible tells us God’s VISION as to why He created and what this looks like and how 
He gets there.  I will also seek to show why God’s VISION is to be OUR VISION and His 
means to that end is to be our MISSION/MEANS. 
 
No matter where we “poke” our stick in the Bible, we will touch the Story.   
1. We believe God's purpose from the beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the 

knowledge of His glory for the joy of His people (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-
9).  
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2. We believe God's full glory is embodied in Jesus Christ4 through His incarnation, His 
crucifixion and His resurrection from death.5   

 
3. We believe the fullest expression of the Christian life is summed up in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ.6 He is the substance and source of all truth.7 
 
4. We believe we have the opportunity to bear the image of Jesus in the world as we seek to 

revel in our role within His great narrative,8 through which His glory is proclaimed.9   
 
5. We believe the Christian Life is the overflow and outworking of His life in us and through 

us to those around us.10   
 
6. At Waukesha Bible Church, we desire to live out the gospel Story in community11 as we 

seek to know Him, become identified in Him through His death and resurrection,12 and see 
Him live out His resurrection life within us and through us to those around us in every 
aspect of our existence.13 

 
On this day in history we have the fulfillment of Ancient Promises reaching back into the pre-
time foreknowledge of God. For us to understand Acts 2, we must trace our Story back to Luke 
24 and Acts 1.  The Bible is a connected book. 
 
This establishes our vision for the future and our mission for the present.  It is for this reason 
we are calling this Season - His Story; Our Story.  I believe we have failed to establish our 
“vision” for we have attempted to make it something other than what God’s VISION is for the 
future.  Our Vision must be controlled by His vision and finding His is to find ours. 
 
In the absence of such a frame, the events of Acts 2 are misread and wrongly applied.  The 
issues here are not the filling by the Holy Spirit or the tongue speaking of the recipients.  The 
issue is once and forever about JESUS and how He alone and only is the fulfillment of the 
SEED PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. 
 
The events in Acts 2 on PENTECOST have been the subject of much debate.  Yet for us to 
understand the significance of this day in history we must lay it in the context of God’s 
overarching Story and the outworking of that Story in time.  
 
Paul said in Colossians 2:16-17 that the Jewish feasts and celebrations were a shadow of the 
things to come through Jesus Christ.  How does PENTECOST in shadow speak of JESUS as 
substance?  Let us consider what the Feast meant to the Nation of Israel and then move 
forward. 
 

The feast of pentecost was celebrated fifty days after the passover, and has its name 
penthkosth from penthkonta, fifty, which is compounded of pente, five, and hkonta, the 
decimal termination. It commenced on the fiftieth day reckoned from the first day of 
unleavened bread, i.e. on the morrow after the paschal lamb was offered. The law 
relative to this feast is found in Le 23:15, 16, in these words: And ye shall count unto 
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you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the 
wave-offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the 
seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days. This feast was instituted in commemoration 
of the giving the law on Mount Sinai; and is therefore sometimes called by the Jews, the 
joy of the law, and frequently the feast of weeks. There is a correspondence between the 
giving of the law, which is celebrated by this feast of pentecost, together with the 
crucifixion of our Lord, which took place at the passover, and this descent of the Holy 
Spirit, which happened at this pentecost. 1. At the passover, the Israelites were 
delivered from Egyptian bondage: this was a type of the thralldom in which the human 
race were to Satan and sin. 2. At the passover Jesus Christ, who was typified by the 
paschal lamb, was sacrificed for the sin of the world, and by this sacrifice redemption 
from sin and Satan is now procured and proclaimed. 3. On the pentecost, God gave his 
law on Mount Sinai, accompanied with thunderings and lightnings. On the pentecost, 
God sent down his Holy Spirit, like a rushing mighty wind; and tongues of fire sat upon 
each disciple, in order that, by his influence, that new law of light and life might be 
promulgated and established. Thus, the analogy between the Egyptian bondage and the 
thralldom occasioned by sin-the deliverance from Egypt, and the redemption from sin-
the giving of the law, with all its emblematic accompaniments, and the sending down 
the Holy Spirit, with its symbols of light, life, and power, has been exactly preserved. 4. 
At the Jewish passover, Christ was degraded, humbled, and ignominiously put to 
death: at the following festival, the pentecost, he was highly glorified; and the all 
conquering and ever during might of his kingdom then commenced. The Holy Spirit 
seems to have designed all these analogies, to show that, through all preceding ages, 
God had the dispensation of the Gospel continually in view; and that the old law and its 
ordinances were only designed as preparatives for the new.14 

 
“From a Christian standpoint, Pentecost can be seen as parallel to Shavuot, as Easter is to 
Passover. On Passover, the Jews were delivered from slavery in Egypt; On Easter, mankind 
was delivered from slavery to sin. On Shavuot, the Children of Israel received the Law; On 
Pentecost, the Church received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.”15 
 
“[PENTECOST], the Festival of Weeks, is the second of the three major festivals with both 
historical and agricultural significance (the other two are Passover [The Exodus from Egypt] 
and Sukkot [Feast of Booths/Wilderness Wandering]). Each of these Feasts speaks to God’s 
provision to the Nation.  Agriculturally, it commemorates the time when the first fruits were 
harvested and brought to the Temple.  The period from Passover to [PENTECOST] is a time of 
great anticipation. We count each of the days from the second day of Passover to the day 
before [PENTECOST], 49 days or 7 full weeks, hence the name of the festival. [PENTECOST] 
is not tied to a particular calendar date, but to a counting from Passover. Work is not permitted 
during [PENTECOST]. It is customary to stay up the entire first night of [PENTECOST] and 
study Torah, then pray as early as possible in the morning. The book of Ruth is read at this 
time. Again, there are varying reasons given for this custom, and none seems to be definitive.  
[PENTECOST] will occur on the following days of the secular calendar: Jewish Year 5773: 
sunset May 14, 2013 - nightfall May 16, 2013.16  
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“Jewish people have been faithfully keeping Pentecost for over 3,500 years as Shavuot is the 
celebration of God giving the Torah to Moses on mount Sinai. It is also marks the end of the 
barley harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest.”17 
 
Like the two previous Feasts, PENTECOST speaks of provision and thanksgiving.  God’s 
intent in the keeping of Feasts is “to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of 
His people” (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9).  
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
The Feast of Pentecost presupposes something.  Whatever is happening at the Feast of 
Pentecost is in fulfillment of something. 
 

• PENTECOST is what Genesis 1, 2 speak of and the GOSPEL secures. 
 
We will see our study in ACTS 2 as the continued unfolding of God’s Story as told in THE 
GOSPELS.  Over the next four weeks we will consider the following four ideas. 
 
1. The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
2. The PROMISE of God - What does this MEAN? - Acts 2:14-21 
3. The PERSON of God - His name is JESUS - Acts 2:22-36 
4. The GRACE of God - The GATHERING - Acts 2:37-42 
 
Acts 2 is the Vision of God realized.  It is what the Prophets spoke of.  Jesus is the reality to 
which all shadows point.  The knowledge of His glory is for the joy of His people.  He extends  
this invitation for joy to everyone, everywhere. 
 
Outline: 
 
I always find it helpful in understanding a text to begin at the end and work backward.  The 
events in Acts 2 are the culmination of something rather significant. 
 

I. Beginning at the End (Acts 2:1-13) 
 
Two things happen at PENTECOST.  First, the Church is formed and it is the TEMPLE OF 
GOD. 
 

• 16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man 
destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17) 

 

• 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:18-20) 

 
Second, the Shekinah Glory returns to fill the TEMPLE.  The events of Acts 2/PENTECOST is 
the Holy Spirit returning to the TEMPLE. 
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a. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4a) 

 
The coming of the Holy Spirit is the returning of the SHEKINAH GLORY into His Temple.  
This idea is crucial in our understanding of this day as it relates to the larger narrative of God 
dwelling with His people in the Temple and the presence of the SHEKINAH GLORY as 
affirmation of His presence. 
 
“The presence of the Holy Spirit is also a representation of the Shekinah as when the Spirit 
descended and remained on Jesus (Jn 1:33) and at Pentecost the Spirit came down and rested 
on the 120 disciples appearing  “to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they 
rested on each one of them” (Acts 2:3).”18 

 
At the completion of the OT Tabernacle "the (Shekinah) CLOUD covered the tent of 
meeting, and the (Shekinah) GLORY OF THE LORD filled (Same Gk verb in Acts 2:4-
note Pentecost = "they were all FILLED with the Holy Spirit"!) the tabernacle. And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the CLOUD had settled 
(Hebrew = shakan = was dwelling) on it, and the GLORY OF THE LORD filled the 
tabernacle (Heb = mishkan = "dwelling place" from shakan)....throughout all their 
journeys, the (Shekinah) CLOUD of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there 
was (Shekinah) FIRE in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel." (Ex 40:34-35, 
38) Similarly when King Solomon dedicated the Temple as “the priests came out of the 
Holy Place, the (Shekinah) CLOUD filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the GLORY OF THE LORD had 
filled the house of the LORD” (1Ki 8:10-11). Just before the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple, the “(SHEKINAH) GLORY OF THE GOD of Israel” departed from the 
Temple and “went up from the midst of the city and stood over the (Mt of Olives) 
which is east of the city." (Ezek. 11:23) The Shekinah, which throughout Israel's history 
had been the visible symbol of the PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH was gone, gone even 
from the rebuilt Temple (including Herod's). And yet some 400 years later, "in the 
greatness of (God's) loving-kindness" (Ps 69:13-note), "when the fullness of time came" 
(Gal 4:4), John records "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God...and the Word became a human being and lived (literally 
"tabernacled" or "fixed His tent") with us, and we saw His Shekinah (even as Israel had 
seen the Shekinah dwelling upon the first Tabernacle), the Shekinah of the Father’s only 
Son, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:1, 14) Indeed, the incarnation of Jesus Christ is the 

fulfillment of all the OT shadows of Shekinah, the ultimate visible manifestation of 
God’s presence, "Immanuel, God with us." (Mt 1:23) "Pleased, as Man, with men to 
dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn 
King!" (cf Lk 2:14) Christ is the "King of GLORY" (Ps 24:7-10), the One Who "is the 
radiance (brightness, effulgence) of His (Father's) GLORY and the exact representation 
of His nature" (Heb 1:3) "for God Who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has 
made us understand that this light is the (Shekinah) brightness of the GLORY OF GOD 
seen in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor 4:6NLT) Who Himself declared that "he who 
beholds Me beholds the One Who sent Me." (Jn 12:45). Indeed, Jesus is the ultimate 
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answer to Moses' incredible prayer "LORD, show me Thy glory." (Ex 33:18)  Now that 
Jesus has ascended to the right hand of Glory, where is the "Shekinah"? Paul says it is 
"Christ in us, the hope of glory" (Col 1:27) adding that that as we “with unveiled face 
are beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord (His Word Jas 1:23-25), we are being 
transformed into the same image (of God’s Son Ro 8:29) from GLORY to GLORY, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18) Indeed, our “body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
(of Jesus, Acts 16:7) Who is in us, Whom we have from God, and that we are not our 
own, for we have been bought with a price and are therefore called to GLORIFY God in 
our body." (1 Cor 6:19-20). Paul writes that "now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully 
known." (1Cor 13:12) And so while it is difficult imagine what God’s glory will look like 
when we see our Lord Jesus Christ, the various descriptions in Scripture would indicate 
that His Glory will be the most beautiful sight we will experience throughout eternity. 
All of the goodness and beauty we see in the present will be nothing in comparison to 
the refulgent GLORY OF GOD. In the final manifestation of God's Shekinah, we read 
that "the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them" in the New 
Jerusalem which "has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the GLORY 
OF GOD has illumined it, and its lamp is the LAMB." (Rev 21:3)  And so in God's final 
manifestation of perfect communion and oneness with His redeemed children, we will 
enter into the true HOLY OF HOLIES illuminated by the SHEKINAH GLORY of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. And "In His temple everyone shouts, "GLORY!" (Ps 
29:9NLT)  Father by Thy Spirit strengthen us with power in our inner being (Eph 3:16), 
so that as we hope for what we do not see, we will with perseverance “wait expectantly 
and in great anticipation for” (Ro 8:25), the appearance of “the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky with power and GREAT (Shekinah) GLORY” (Mt 24:30). Amen.19  

 
b. The Sign: Tongues (2:4b-11) 

 
“At the building of Babel the language of the people was confounded; and, in consequence of 
this, they became scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation of the Christian 
Church, the gift of various languages was given to the apostles, that the scattered nations 
might be gathered; and united under one shepherd and superintendent (episkopov) of all 
souls.”20 
 
Again, it is important to see Acts 2 as the outworking of the reversal.  It is a return to the 
Garden mission.  Notice the text speaks of “EVERY NATION.”  Note how this statement 
reflects the biblical idea of God’s glory covering the earth for the joy of His people (vv. 5, 11, 
12).  The connecting of this thought is not a straining of gnat, but the Story of God coming to 
fruition.  The gift of tongues is tied to prophetic utterance which is tied to the receiving of 
VISION.  This moment confirms that the fulfillment of God’s VISION for the future is now 
present. 
 

c. The Reaction: Mixed (2:12-13) 
 

1. What does this mean? 



 

 

8 

2. They are drunk! 
 

II. Point 3 of 3 – The Gospel’s spread (Acts 1:1-8) 
 
The GOSPEL is nothing more or less than the knowledge of the GLORY OF GOD (Isa. 11:9; 
Hab. 2:14).  The GOSPEL drives us back to the GARDEN OF EDEN and God’s original intent. 
 
“Our individual redemption, while a gift of the gospel, is not the final goal of the gospel. ‘The 
glory of the blessed God’ is the ultimate end of the good news. Dr. John MacArthur explains, 
‘The gospel reveals God’s glory, that is, the perfections of His person or attributes, including 
His holiness (hatred of sin) and justice (demand of punishment for violations of His Law) and 
grace (forgiveness of sin)’.”21 
 
Acts 1:8 and the entire Book of Acts speak to the spreading of the knowledge of the glory of 
God for the joy of His people.  The Book of Acts moves us from JERUSALEM to 
JUDEA/SAMARIA and ends with the UTTERMOST REGIONS OF THE WORLD.  The Book 

of Acts is a story of conquest and fulfillment. 
 
When I was doing my work for my doctorate I wrote a response to the idea of the mission 
failing and how we did not have enough workers to get the job done.  I wrote how we did 
have enough workers and God was winning, not losing.  I tire of the rhetoric that speaks of a 
failing mission and rather believe we need to sound the trumpet of victory and conquest.  If 
you as an individual are part of a local community and if every community is part of ONE 
BODY, then we are not failing.  We might have local struggle, but when I step back and realize 
we are part of ONE CHURCH in Waukesha, we are winning.  There is never a question as to 
its messiness, but let us stop speaking of defeat and let us start speaking of victory. 
 
“Throughout the book of Acts, Luke pauses to provide us a summary account of the state of 
the church at various points in time.  This paragraph is the second of nine summary accounts 
of the state of the church in Acts.  Most are very brief consisting of just a sentence or two.  This 
is the longest and most detailed of the summary accounts. These summaries are located in 
Acts 1:14; 4:32-35; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; and 28:30-31.  We are not told how long a time 
this summary account covers, but it was probably an extended period of time.  Some have 
speculated these verses at the end of Acts 2 may cover a period of many months.”22   
 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) 
 
Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 
 
But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. (Acts 12:24) 
 
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing. (Acts 19:20) 
 

This is how the Word of God spreads.  Think also of Isaiah 55:11. 
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10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the 
earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will 
My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  (Isa. 55:10, 11) 

 
The point in Acts is the unfolding and fulfilling of God’s promise.  Think of Paul writing these 
words to Timothy while imprisoned. 
 

for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned.  
(2 Tim. 2:9) 

 
Paul understood the dynamic nature of God’s Word. 
 

5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in 
truth; (Col. 1:5, 6) 

 
Acts is telling us this Story. 
 
“In Jerusalem ... in all Judea ... and unto the uttermost part of the earth--This order of apostolic 
preaching and success supplies the proper key to the plan of the Acts, which relates first the 
progress of the Gospel ‘in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria’ (the first through ninth 
chapters), and then ‘unto the uttermost part of the earth’ (the tenth through twenty-eighth 
chapters).”23 
 
“’The Acts themselves form the best commentary on these words, and the words themselves 
might be given as the best summary of the Acts’ (Page). The events follow this outline 
(Jerusalem till the end of chapter 7, with the martyrdom of Stephen, the scattering of the saints 
through Judea and Samaria in chapter 8, the conversion of Saul, chapter 9, the spread of the 
gospel to Romans in Caesarea by Peter (chapter 10), to Greeks in Antioch (chapter 11), finally 
Paul's world tours and arrest and arrival in Rome (chapters 11 to 28).”24 
 
III. Point 2 of 3 – The STORY in a nutshell (Luke 24:44-49) 

 
“This division of the Old Testament was in use long before the time of Christ, and was what he 
referred to here; and he meant to say that in each of these divisions of the Old Testament there 
were prophecies respecting himself. The particular subject before them was his resurrection 
from the dead.”25 
 
“The history of salvation in Luke-Acts must be understood in two parts. First is the basic 
assumption that God works out salvation within a special history that is also a part of general 
world history. This history begins with creation and the fall of humans into sin and ends with 
the return of Christ and the end of the world as now known; its time is virtually synonymous 
with human history. The events Luke surveys are a part of this larger stream of God's history 
of revelation and redemption; they depict God at work in the time and space of this world. 
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Second, Luke is intent to present the Jesus-event as not just another event in God's special 
saving history, but as the event in that history.”26 
 
Luke wants us to understand how JESUS is the fulfillment of what previous revelation from 
God spoke of.  Thus, when we read chapters like Luke 24 we cannot simply see this as an idea 
inside of the Bible among multiple ideas, BUT THE IDEA THAT CONTROLS AND 

GOVERNS ALL OTHER IDEAS IN THE BIBLE. 
 
IV. Point 1 of 3 – The STORY (Gen. 1-3) 

 
What Acts 2 fulfills is the scene revealed to us of God’s word to Adam and Eve to be fruitful 
and multiple and fill the earth.   
 
Think with me of those marvelous passages like Psalm 19:1ff. 
 

1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 2 Day 
to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there 
words; Their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the 
end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its 
circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 1:1-6) 

 
Think with me of Isaiah 11:9 and Habakkuk 2:14. 
 

1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit 
of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and 
strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the 
LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But 
with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He 
will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 

Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will 
graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not 
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the 
waters cover the sea. 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a 
signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then it will happen on that day that the 
Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, 
From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. 12 And He 
will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the 
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, And 
those who harass Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, And Judah will not harass 
Ephraim. 14 They will swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the west; Together they will plunder 
the sons of the east; They will possess Edom and Moab, And the sons of Ammon will be subject to them. 
15 And the LORD will utterly destroy The tongue of the Sea of Egypt; And He will wave His hand over 
the River With His scorching wind; And He will strike it into seven streams And make men walk over 
dry-shod. 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His people who will be left, 
Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt. (Isa. 11:1-16) 
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For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 
(Hab. 2:14) 

 
God created a place where His people might dwell with Him and their joy might be full.  The 
Garden of Eden was to be an ever expanding experience that would cover the earth.  They 
were to be tilling/growing the Garden and populating the earth until the knowledge of His 
glory covered the earth like the waters cover the seas. 
 

a. Creation  
b. Garden / Humanity / Worshippers 
c. Fall / Redemption 

 
We will see next week how Peter says “this is that.”  Until then let us appreciate how God is 
keeping His word and how we are living in the reality. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you living in the outworking of God’s VISION? HINT – you are but do you realize 
this? 

2. Friends, we are living in the reality of Garden truth.  There is nothing that can stop God 
from keeping His promise to prepare a place where we will be with Him and our joy 
will be full. 

3. The shadow currently exists; the reality is closer than you think. 
 
With an emphasis on missions you might expect me to make some appeal as to why you need 
to be involved in missions, yet I believe you are involved in missions.  Granted there might be 
a different function within the work both functionally and geographically that God would 
have you engage in, but you will know if such is the case.  Until then let us continue to make 
much of HIM. 
 
                                                 
1
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4 2 Cor. 1:20; Col. 1:19; 2:9; Heb. 1:3 
5 Phil. 2:1-11 
6 Rom. 6:1-11 
7 John 1:14; Col. 2:1-3 
8 Heb. 11:13-16 
9 1 Cor. 10:31 
10 John 15; Gal. 2:20 
11 Heb. 10:19-25 
12 Rom. 6:1-11; Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 4:17 
13 Matt. 28:18-20 
14 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the NT on Acts 2:1. 
15
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Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  May 19, 2013 
Title:  The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
Series:  His Story; Our Story – Sermon 1 
Text:  Acts 2:1-13; Luke 24; Acts 1 
 
Theme:  
 
“Pentecost is considered to be the highest ranking Great Feast of the Lord, second in rank only to 
Easter.”1 
 
If such is the case, why are we so ignorant of this significant point in God’s Story? 
 
PENTECOST is the Story of God keeping His Word to fill the earth with the knowledge of His 
glory for the joy of His people.  I know you might choke on this because it seems redundant, 
but ACTS 2 IS THE GARDEN BEING RESTORED.  ACTS 2 is God’s VISION for the future 
planting itself firmly in the present. 
 
Acts 2 is what God envisioned in Genesis 1, 2. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Although the subject matter might appear foreign to our study, for the purpose of seeking 
clarity we need to speak of VISION and the definition of words.  We use a common language 
but cannot assume we all mean the same thing although we are saying the same thing.  I find 
the word VISION to be one of those words often used, but seldom defined. 
 
Simply put VISION speaks of something future.  Webster’s Dictionary explains VISION in the 
following manner. 
 
1 “Something seen in a dream, trance, or ecstasy; especially : a supernatural appearance that 
conveys a revelation.”  2 “The act or power of imagination.”  3 “The act or power of seeing.”   
 
Webster provides the following examples of the word VISION.  

• We had visions of fame and fortune. 

• the architect's vision for the new building 

• She had a clear vision of what she wanted to do. 

• He had a vision of Christ. 

• The idea came to me in a vision.2 
 
Often people familiar with the Bible speak of such passages as Prov. 29:18; 1 Sam. 3:1; and 
Amos 8:11. 
 

• Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law. (Prov. 29:18) 
 

• Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in 
those days, visions were infrequent. (1 Sam. 3:1) 
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• "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, not a famine 
for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the LORD. (Amos 8:11) 

 
Yet how the Bible defines VISION and how it is often defined by those in church 
marketing/growth are worlds apart. Although the following quote is lengthy, it helps present 
the idea I want to show. 
 

How to Write a Church Vision Statement3 
When people think of church vision statements, there are usually two related but different 
things they picture. One is a vision statement, and one is a mission statement. These documents 
are related and most churches end up combining them, but for the purpose of discussion, we’ll 
treat them separately.  The difference is that a vision statement describes how you and God see 
your church. It focuses on the personality of the church. A mission statement describes what 
actions will result from your vision.  As you work on your vision statement, here are a few 
things to keep in mind: 
 
Dream big 
Remember, this is your vision, it’s the way God sees you. If your vision is small, your church 
will be small.  
 
Be Concise 
A good vision statement focuses your members on fulfilling it. That means your members have 
to be able to memorize it. 
 
Be Precise 
Since your vision statement exists to inspire your members, you need to make it reward 
meditation.  
 
Be Different 
Christians need to be unified in their vision and united in their goals. But, they shouldn’t have 
the same vision statement. Your vision statement is about what God has called you to be and 
how he sees you.  
 
Take your Time 
Keep in mind that the purpose of your vision statement is to direct the course of your church.  

 
I get what he is saying, but he is approaching it from a church growth perspective and not a 
biblical perspective.  He is taking an idea and sprinkling it with “bible.”  I will seek to show 
how the Bible tells us God’s VISION as to why He created and what this looks like and how 
He gets there.  I will also seek to show why God’s VISION is to be OUR VISION and His 
means to that end is to be our MISSION/MEANS. 
 
No matter where we “poke” our stick in the Bible, we will touch the Story.   
1. We believe God's purpose from the beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the 

knowledge of His glory for the joy of His people (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-
9).  
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2. We believe God's full glory is embodied in Jesus Christ4 through His incarnation, His 
crucifixion and His resurrection from death.5   

 
3. We believe the fullest expression of the Christian life is summed up in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ.6 He is the substance and source of all truth.7 
 
4. We believe we have the opportunity to bear the image of Jesus in the world as we seek to 

revel in our role within His great narrative,8 through which His glory is proclaimed.9   
 
5. We believe the Christian Life is the overflow and outworking of His life in us and through 

us to those around us.10   
 
6. At Waukesha Bible Church, we desire to live out the gospel Story in community11 as we 

seek to know Him, become identified in Him through His death and resurrection,12 and see 
Him live out His resurrection life within us and through us to those around us in every 
aspect of our existence.13 

 
On this day in history we have the fulfillment of Ancient Promises reaching back into the pre-
time foreknowledge of God. For us to understand Acts 2, we must trace our Story back to Luke 
24 and Acts 1.  The Bible is a connected book. 
 
This establishes our vision for the future and our mission for the present.  It is for this reason 
we are calling this Season - His Story; Our Story.  I believe we have failed to establish our 
“vision” for we have attempted to make it something other than what God’s VISION is for the 
future.  Our Vision must be controlled by His vision and finding His is to find ours. 
 
In the absence of such a frame, the events of Acts 2 are misread and wrongly applied.  The 
issues here are not the filling by the Holy Spirit or the tongue speaking of the recipients.  The 
issue is once and forever about JESUS and how He alone and only is the fulfillment of the 
SEED PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. 
 
The events in Acts 2 on PENTECOST have been the subject of much debate.  Yet for us to 
understand the significance of this day in history we must lay it in the context of God’s 
overarching Story and the outworking of that Story in time.  
 
Paul said in Colossians 2:16-17 that the Jewish feasts and celebrations were a shadow of the 
things to come through Jesus Christ.  How does PENTECOST in shadow speak of JESUS as 
substance?  Let us consider what the Feast meant to the Nation of Israel and then move 
forward. 
 

The feast of pentecost was celebrated fifty days after the passover, and has its name 
penthkosth from penthkonta, fifty, which is compounded of pente, five, and hkonta, the 
decimal termination. It commenced on the fiftieth day reckoned from the first day of 
unleavened bread, i.e. on the morrow after the paschal lamb was offered. The law 
relative to this feast is found in Le 23:15, 16, in these words: And ye shall count unto 
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you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the 
wave-offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the 
seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days. This feast was instituted in commemoration 
of the giving the law on Mount Sinai; and is therefore sometimes called by the Jews, the 
joy of the law, and frequently the feast of weeks. There is a correspondence between the 
giving of the law, which is celebrated by this feast of pentecost, together with the 
crucifixion of our Lord, which took place at the passover, and this descent of the Holy 
Spirit, which happened at this pentecost. 1. At the passover, the Israelites were 
delivered from Egyptian bondage: this was a type of the thralldom in which the human 
race were to Satan and sin. 2. At the passover Jesus Christ, who was typified by the 
paschal lamb, was sacrificed for the sin of the world, and by this sacrifice redemption 
from sin and Satan is now procured and proclaimed. 3. On the pentecost, God gave his 
law on Mount Sinai, accompanied with thunderings and lightnings. On the pentecost, 
God sent down his Holy Spirit, like a rushing mighty wind; and tongues of fire sat upon 
each disciple, in order that, by his influence, that new law of light and life might be 
promulgated and established. Thus, the analogy between the Egyptian bondage and the 
thralldom occasioned by sin-the deliverance from Egypt, and the redemption from sin-
the giving of the law, with all its emblematic accompaniments, and the sending down 
the Holy Spirit, with its symbols of light, life, and power, has been exactly preserved. 4. 
At the Jewish passover, Christ was degraded, humbled, and ignominiously put to 
death: at the following festival, the pentecost, he was highly glorified; and the all 
conquering and ever during might of his kingdom then commenced. The Holy Spirit 
seems to have designed all these analogies, to show that, through all preceding ages, 
God had the dispensation of the Gospel continually in view; and that the old law and its 
ordinances were only designed as preparatives for the new.14 

 
“From a Christian standpoint, Pentecost can be seen as parallel to Shavuot, as Easter is to 
Passover. On Passover, the Jews were delivered from slavery in Egypt; On Easter, mankind 
was delivered from slavery to sin. On Shavuot, the Children of Israel received the Law; On 
Pentecost, the Church received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.”15 
 
“[PENTECOST], the Festival of Weeks, is the second of the three major festivals with both 
historical and agricultural significance (the other two are Passover [The Exodus from Egypt] 
and Sukkot [Feast of Booths/Wilderness Wandering]). Each of these Feasts speaks to God’s 
provision to the Nation.  Agriculturally, it commemorates the time when the first fruits were 
harvested and brought to the Temple.  The period from Passover to [PENTECOST] is a time of 
great anticipation. We count each of the days from the second day of Passover to the day 
before [PENTECOST], 49 days or 7 full weeks, hence the name of the festival. [PENTECOST] 
is not tied to a particular calendar date, but to a counting from Passover. Work is not permitted 
during [PENTECOST]. It is customary to stay up the entire first night of [PENTECOST] and 
study Torah, then pray as early as possible in the morning. The book of Ruth is read at this 
time. Again, there are varying reasons given for this custom, and none seems to be definitive.  
[PENTECOST] will occur on the following days of the secular calendar: Jewish Year 5773: 
sunset May 14, 2013 - nightfall May 16, 2013.16  
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“Jewish people have been faithfully keeping Pentecost for over 3,500 years as Shavuot is the 
celebration of God giving the Torah to Moses on mount Sinai. It is also marks the end of the 
barley harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest.”17 
 
Like the two previous Feasts, PENTECOST speaks of provision and thanksgiving.  God’s 
intent in the keeping of Feasts is “to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of 
His people” (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9).  
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
The Feast of Pentecost presupposes something.  Whatever is happening at the Feast of 
Pentecost is in fulfillment of something. 
 

• PENTECOST is what Genesis 1, 2 speak of and the GOSPEL secures. 
 
We will see our study in ACTS 2 as the continued unfolding of God’s Story as told in THE 
GOSPELS.  Over the next four weeks we will consider the following four ideas. 
 
1. The VISION of God - It’s HERE! - Acts 2:1-13 
2. The PROMISE of God - What does this MEAN? - Acts 2:14-21 
3. The PERSON of God - His name is JESUS - Acts 2:22-36 
4. The GRACE of God - The GATHERING - Acts 2:37-42 
 
Acts 2 is the Vision of God realized.  It is what the Prophets spoke of.  Jesus is the reality to 
which all shadows point.  The knowledge of His glory is for the joy of His people.  He extends  
this invitation for joy to everyone, everywhere. 
 
Outline: 
 
I always find it helpful in understanding a text to begin at the end and work backward.  The 
events in Acts 2 are the culmination of something rather significant. 
 

I. Beginning at the End (Acts 2:1-13) 
 
Two things happen at PENTECOST.  First, the Church is formed and it is the TEMPLE OF 
GOD. 
 

• 16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man 
destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17) 

 

• 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:18-20) 

 
Second, the Shekinah Glory returns to fill the TEMPLE.  The events of Acts 2/PENTECOST is 
the Holy Spirit returning to the TEMPLE. 
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a. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4a) 

 
The coming of the Holy Spirit is the returning of the SHEKINAH GLORY into His Temple.  
This idea is crucial in our understanding of this day as it relates to the larger narrative of God 
dwelling with His people in the Temple and the presence of the SHEKINAH GLORY as 
affirmation of His presence. 
 
“The presence of the Holy Spirit is also a representation of the Shekinah as when the Spirit 
descended and remained on Jesus (Jn 1:33) and at Pentecost the Spirit came down and rested 
on the 120 disciples appearing  “to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they 
rested on each one of them” (Acts 2:3).”18 

 
At the completion of the OT Tabernacle "the (Shekinah) CLOUD covered the tent of 
meeting, and the (Shekinah) GLORY OF THE LORD filled (Same Gk verb in Acts 2:4-
note Pentecost = "they were all FILLED with the Holy Spirit"!) the tabernacle. And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the CLOUD had settled 
(Hebrew = shakan = was dwelling) on it, and the GLORY OF THE LORD filled the 
tabernacle (Heb = mishkan = "dwelling place" from shakan)....throughout all their 
journeys, the (Shekinah) CLOUD of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there 
was (Shekinah) FIRE in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel." (Ex 40:34-35, 
38) Similarly when King Solomon dedicated the Temple as “the priests came out of the 
Holy Place, the (Shekinah) CLOUD filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the GLORY OF THE LORD had 
filled the house of the LORD” (1Ki 8:10-11). Just before the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple, the “(SHEKINAH) GLORY OF THE GOD of Israel” departed from the 
Temple and “went up from the midst of the city and stood over the (Mt of Olives) 
which is east of the city." (Ezek. 11:23) The Shekinah, which throughout Israel's history 
had been the visible symbol of the PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH was gone, gone even 
from the rebuilt Temple (including Herod's). And yet some 400 years later, "in the 
greatness of (God's) loving-kindness" (Ps 69:13-note), "when the fullness of time came" 
(Gal 4:4), John records "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God...and the Word became a human being and lived (literally 
"tabernacled" or "fixed His tent") with us, and we saw His Shekinah (even as Israel had 
seen the Shekinah dwelling upon the first Tabernacle), the Shekinah of the Father’s only 
Son, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:1, 14) Indeed, the incarnation of Jesus Christ is the 

fulfillment of all the OT shadows of Shekinah, the ultimate visible manifestation of 
God’s presence, "Immanuel, God with us." (Mt 1:23) "Pleased, as Man, with men to 
dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn 
King!" (cf Lk 2:14) Christ is the "King of GLORY" (Ps 24:7-10), the One Who "is the 
radiance (brightness, effulgence) of His (Father's) GLORY and the exact representation 
of His nature" (Heb 1:3) "for God Who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has 
made us understand that this light is the (Shekinah) brightness of the GLORY OF GOD 
seen in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor 4:6NLT) Who Himself declared that "he who 
beholds Me beholds the One Who sent Me." (Jn 12:45). Indeed, Jesus is the ultimate 



 

 

7 

answer to Moses' incredible prayer "LORD, show me Thy glory." (Ex 33:18)  Now that 
Jesus has ascended to the right hand of Glory, where is the "Shekinah"? Paul says it is 
"Christ in us, the hope of glory" (Col 1:27) adding that that as we “with unveiled face 
are beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord (His Word Jas 1:23-25), we are being 
transformed into the same image (of God’s Son Ro 8:29) from GLORY to GLORY, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18) Indeed, our “body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
(of Jesus, Acts 16:7) Who is in us, Whom we have from God, and that we are not our 
own, for we have been bought with a price and are therefore called to GLORIFY God in 
our body." (1 Cor 6:19-20). Paul writes that "now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully 
known." (1Cor 13:12) And so while it is difficult imagine what God’s glory will look like 
when we see our Lord Jesus Christ, the various descriptions in Scripture would indicate 
that His Glory will be the most beautiful sight we will experience throughout eternity. 
All of the goodness and beauty we see in the present will be nothing in comparison to 
the refulgent GLORY OF GOD. In the final manifestation of God's Shekinah, we read 
that "the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them" in the New 
Jerusalem which "has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the GLORY 
OF GOD has illumined it, and its lamp is the LAMB." (Rev 21:3)  And so in God's final 
manifestation of perfect communion and oneness with His redeemed children, we will 
enter into the true HOLY OF HOLIES illuminated by the SHEKINAH GLORY of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. And "In His temple everyone shouts, "GLORY!" (Ps 
29:9NLT)  Father by Thy Spirit strengthen us with power in our inner being (Eph 3:16), 
so that as we hope for what we do not see, we will with perseverance “wait expectantly 
and in great anticipation for” (Ro 8:25), the appearance of “the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky with power and GREAT (Shekinah) GLORY” (Mt 24:30). Amen.19  

 
b. The Sign: Tongues (2:4b-11) 

 
“At the building of Babel the language of the people was confounded; and, in consequence of 
this, they became scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation of the Christian 
Church, the gift of various languages was given to the apostles, that the scattered nations 
might be gathered; and united under one shepherd and superintendent (episkopov) of all 
souls.”20 
 
Again, it is important to see Acts 2 as the outworking of the reversal.  It is a return to the 
Garden mission.  Notice the text speaks of “EVERY NATION.”  Note how this statement 
reflects the biblical idea of God’s glory covering the earth for the joy of His people (vv. 5, 11, 
12).  The connecting of this thought is not a straining of gnat, but the Story of God coming to 
fruition.  The gift of tongues is tied to prophetic utterance which is tied to the receiving of 
VISION.  This moment confirms that the fulfillment of God’s VISION for the future is now 
present. 
 

c. The Reaction: Mixed (2:12-13) 
 

1. What does this mean? 
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2. They are drunk! 
 

II. Point 3 of 3 – The Gospel’s spread (Acts 1:1-8) 
 
The GOSPEL is nothing more or less than the knowledge of the GLORY OF GOD (Isa. 11:9; 
Hab. 2:14).  The GOSPEL drives us back to the GARDEN OF EDEN and God’s original intent. 
 
“Our individual redemption, while a gift of the gospel, is not the final goal of the gospel. ‘The 
glory of the blessed God’ is the ultimate end of the good news. Dr. John MacArthur explains, 
‘The gospel reveals God’s glory, that is, the perfections of His person or attributes, including 
His holiness (hatred of sin) and justice (demand of punishment for violations of His Law) and 
grace (forgiveness of sin)’.”21 
 
Acts 1:8 and the entire Book of Acts speak to the spreading of the knowledge of the glory of 
God for the joy of His people.  The Book of Acts moves us from JERUSALEM to 
JUDEA/SAMARIA and ends with the UTTERMOST REGIONS OF THE WORLD.  The Book 

of Acts is a story of conquest and fulfillment. 
 
When I was doing my work for my doctorate I wrote a response to the idea of the mission 
failing and how we did not have enough workers to get the job done.  I wrote how we did 
have enough workers and God was winning, not losing.  I tire of the rhetoric that speaks of a 
failing mission and rather believe we need to sound the trumpet of victory and conquest.  If 
you as an individual are part of a local community and if every community is part of ONE 
BODY, then we are not failing.  We might have local struggle, but when I step back and realize 
we are part of ONE CHURCH in Waukesha, we are winning.  There is never a question as to 
its messiness, but let us stop speaking of defeat and let us start speaking of victory. 
 
“Throughout the book of Acts, Luke pauses to provide us a summary account of the state of 
the church at various points in time.  This paragraph is the second of nine summary accounts 
of the state of the church in Acts.  Most are very brief consisting of just a sentence or two.  This 
is the longest and most detailed of the summary accounts. These summaries are located in 
Acts 1:14; 4:32-35; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; and 28:30-31.  We are not told how long a time 
this summary account covers, but it was probably an extended period of time.  Some have 
speculated these verses at the end of Acts 2 may cover a period of many months.”22   
 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) 
 
Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 
 
But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. (Acts 12:24) 
 
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing. (Acts 19:20) 
 

This is how the Word of God spreads.  Think also of Isaiah 55:11. 
 



 

 

9 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the 
earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will 
My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  (Isa. 55:10, 11) 

 
The point in Acts is the unfolding and fulfilling of God’s promise.  Think of Paul writing these 
words to Timothy while imprisoned. 
 

for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned.  
(2 Tim. 2:9) 

 
Paul understood the dynamic nature of God’s Word. 
 

5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in 
truth; (Col. 1:5, 6) 

 
Acts is telling us this Story. 
 
“In Jerusalem ... in all Judea ... and unto the uttermost part of the earth--This order of apostolic 
preaching and success supplies the proper key to the plan of the Acts, which relates first the 
progress of the Gospel ‘in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria’ (the first through ninth 
chapters), and then ‘unto the uttermost part of the earth’ (the tenth through twenty-eighth 
chapters).”23 
 
“’The Acts themselves form the best commentary on these words, and the words themselves 
might be given as the best summary of the Acts’ (Page). The events follow this outline 
(Jerusalem till the end of chapter 7, with the martyrdom of Stephen, the scattering of the saints 
through Judea and Samaria in chapter 8, the conversion of Saul, chapter 9, the spread of the 
gospel to Romans in Caesarea by Peter (chapter 10), to Greeks in Antioch (chapter 11), finally 
Paul's world tours and arrest and arrival in Rome (chapters 11 to 28).”24 
 
III. Point 2 of 3 – The STORY in a nutshell (Luke 24:44-49) 

 
“This division of the Old Testament was in use long before the time of Christ, and was what he 
referred to here; and he meant to say that in each of these divisions of the Old Testament there 
were prophecies respecting himself. The particular subject before them was his resurrection 
from the dead.”25 
 
“The history of salvation in Luke-Acts must be understood in two parts. First is the basic 
assumption that God works out salvation within a special history that is also a part of general 
world history. This history begins with creation and the fall of humans into sin and ends with 
the return of Christ and the end of the world as now known; its time is virtually synonymous 
with human history. The events Luke surveys are a part of this larger stream of God's history 
of revelation and redemption; they depict God at work in the time and space of this world. 
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Second, Luke is intent to present the Jesus-event as not just another event in God's special 
saving history, but as the event in that history.”26 
 
Luke wants us to understand how JESUS is the fulfillment of what previous revelation from 
God spoke of.  Thus, when we read chapters like Luke 24 we cannot simply see this as an idea 
inside of the Bible among multiple ideas, BUT THE IDEA THAT CONTROLS AND 

GOVERNS ALL OTHER IDEAS IN THE BIBLE. 
 
IV. Point 1 of 3 – The STORY (Gen. 1-3) 

 
What Acts 2 fulfills is the scene revealed to us of God’s word to Adam and Eve to be fruitful 
and multiple and fill the earth.   
 
Think with me of those marvelous passages like Psalm 19:1ff. 
 

1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 2 Day 
to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there 
words; Their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the 
end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its 
circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 1:1-6) 

 
Think with me of Isaiah 11:9 and Habakkuk 2:14. 
 

1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit 
of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and 
strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the 
LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But 
with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He 
will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 

Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will 
graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not 
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the 
waters cover the sea. 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a 
signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then it will happen on that day that the 
Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, 
From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. 12 And He 
will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the 
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, And 
those who harass Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, And Judah will not harass 
Ephraim. 14 They will swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the west; Together they will plunder 
the sons of the east; They will possess Edom and Moab, And the sons of Ammon will be subject to them. 
15 And the LORD will utterly destroy The tongue of the Sea of Egypt; And He will wave His hand over 
the River With His scorching wind; And He will strike it into seven streams And make men walk over 
dry-shod. 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His people who will be left, 
Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt. (Isa. 11:1-16) 
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For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 
(Hab. 2:14) 

 
God created a place where His people might dwell with Him and their joy might be full.  The 
Garden of Eden was to be an ever expanding experience that would cover the earth.  They 
were to be tilling/growing the Garden and populating the earth until the knowledge of His 
glory covered the earth like the waters cover the seas. 
 

a. Creation  
b. Garden / Humanity / Worshippers 
c. Fall / Redemption 

 
We will see next week how Peter says “this is that.”  Until then let us appreciate how God is 
keeping His word and how we are living in the reality. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you living in the outworking of God’s VISION? HINT – you are but do you realize 
this? 

2. Friends, we are living in the reality of Garden truth.  There is nothing that can stop God 
from keeping His promise to prepare a place where we will be with Him and our joy 
will be full. 

3. The shadow currently exists; the reality is closer than you think. 
 
With an emphasis on missions you might expect me to make some appeal as to why you need 
to be involved in missions, yet I believe you are involved in missions.  Granted there might be 
a different function within the work both functionally and geographically that God would 
have you engage in, but you will know if such is the case.  Until then let us continue to make 
much of HIM. 
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